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The Heights 
By Mabel Earle 


‘* Now are we the sons of God, and * doth not 
yet appear what we shall b 
YEAR ago you had not known 
The far white peaks that lift on high” 
Morning and night before God's throne 
His signet on the stainless sky. 


Nor all the art of brush and pen 
Could paint for you the light they bear, 


_ Nor could your fancy shape them then, 


Nor words could tell you what they were. 


A year ago you had not guessed 

The heights of life, nor dreamed its deeps ; 
What angel shall unveil the rest ? 

Locked in God’s love its fulness sleeps. 


Oh, purer than the stainless peaks, 
Oh, higher than their heights untrod, 
Miraculous and solemn speaks 
God’s greatness in the sons of God. 


All that we know of grace and good, 
Courage and pity beyond price, 
High patience and white fortitude, 
Splendor of selfless sacrifice,— 


They are but inirrors shadowing forth 
A fainter image of the true ; 

Infinite dignity and worth 
God's will shall work in me and you. 


Heights of eternal awful hope, 
Unguessed among earth’s shadows dim ! 
That we who fail and fall and grope . 
Shall walk in light one day with him! 


We know not yet ; we cannot trace 
The vastness of the veiléd word ; 

Christ keep us till we see his face, 
And wear the likeness of our Lord:! 





Enabled to See Our Mistakes 


It is a great thing to learn to be thankful when- 
ever we discover that we have been in the wrong. 
Not thankful because we were in the wrong, but 
thankful because we have discovered that we were in 
the wrong. It is not pleasant, indeed, to make this 
discovery ; but we ought to recognize that it is pleas- 
anter to make it than to fail to make it when it is 
needed. It has been well said that, in any argument, 
it is a great deal more important to the one who is in 
the wrong that he should see this, than it is to the 
one who is in the right that he should be able to prove 
his case. Yet the most of us, in an argument, are 
more interested in proving our case than in discover- 
ing that we are wrong. King Nebuchadnezzar set us 
a good example when, after the failure of his plan to 
destroy the three Hebrews who had refused to wor- 
ship his image of gold, he blessed the God who had 
delivered the men that ‘‘have changed the king’s 
word,"’ Through self-death in Christ we may live in 
the spirit of eager and instant welcoming of any dis- 
covery of our own mistakes, 


x 


The Friendship 


Friendship with God is the richest privilege that 
is granted to us in our eternal life in Christ. Such 
friendship means that God's interests, desires, pur- 
poses, will, —his very life and all that makes up his 
life,—must be ours. Then we can talk with him freely 
and constantly, and he with us, about the great life- 
interests that he and we havein common. There will 
be no hindrance between us,—no sin unconfessed or 
held on to, no wrong purpose persisted in, no selfish de- 
sires of any sort tolerated : in Christ all these things in 
us are done away with, and God and we are one. Even 
in the ages when men knew not Christ, though Christ 
was their salvation and life, men knew this privilege 
of being friends of God. When Jehovah and Moses 
talked together about their common hopes and desires 
for the children of Israel, ‘* Jehovah spake unto Moses 
face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.’’ So 
God's word in Christ comes to us, ‘‘ I have called you 


The Enrichment of 


REDERIC ROBERTSON gave to one of the 
greatest sermons of the last century the title 
‘« Obedience the Organ of Spiritual Knowledge.’’ 
The title not only describes the message the sermon 
contains, but by contrast calls up the numerous other 
ways by which men seek spiritual advancement. Any- 
body can think of obedience as a means of spiritual 
discipline, but for just the reason that we have heard 
of it all our lives and seem to know it so well we are 
all tempted to look for some more romantic path to 
spiritual knowledge. 

What do we think of first when we think of gaining 
more power, or influence, or insight? It is to be 
feared that a good many of us never think of obedi- 
ence at all. We think of wider reading, of intellec- 
tual stimulus, of harder study, or of inspiration, or 
even of more faith, and sometimes seek such means 
as these. We account for our sterility or failure by 
imagining that we have not sufficiently used one or 
the other of these means. But how many of us ever 
stop to reflect on more obedience as the influence 
that will pour new life along every channel, and 
brighten every prospect, and develop every truth? 

It is one of the commonest of experiences to-day to 
see men and women with the most fervent and curi- 
ous interest in spiritual questions, but pursuing them 
as if they had névér been answered and nothing final 
had~ever been’ said about them, and all the time 
never once supposing that obedience is a necessary 
and the most necessary element in getting at the 
truth, It seems such an ordinafy and dull and famil- 


friends.'' Are we drawing fully upon the unspeak- 
able riches of this proffered Friendship? Are we 
proving our friendship to God, as well as receiving the 
joy of his Friendship for us? 


x 
Separated by God’s Presence 


God's welcomed presence always means the ab- 
sence of certain things. Companionship with God 
means separation from those who are not of God. 
When Moses was claiming God's pledged word to 
him that he had found favor in God's sight, he claimed 
certain blessings with that assurance, and reasoned in 
this way : ‘* Wherein now shall it be known that I 
have found favor in thy sight, I and thy people? is 
it not in that thou goest with us, so that we are sepa- 
rated, I and thy people, from all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth ?'’ Wecan ask no greater 
blessing to-day. And that blessing is ours in Christ. 
God is always with us through our union with Christ. 
And if we welcome his presence, and abide in him, 
we are, by his cleansing life, sharply separated from 
all the people upon the face of the earth whose life is 
not Christ. God would have the daily witness of the 
life of every child of his be, by its contrast to the 
world, both a rebuke and a winsome invitation to all 
near by who are not serving God, 


Poa 
The Recipe for Faith 


To disobey is to distrust, always. Those who 
obey God most trust God most, and those who trust 
him most obey him most. The only Man who has 
ever trusted God completely and always, never dis- 
obeyed God. If we set out to follow a guide who 
tells us that the only way in which we can come safely 
through to our journey’s end is by following his every 
footstep, and we then turn aside at any point to try 
our own way, we are showing our distrust, no matter 
how vehemently we declare, or even believe, that we 
do trust him. So faith is surrender. The only terms 
upon which we can enjoy full faith in Christ are just 
unconditional surrender. 


Life by Obedience 


iar matter, and it seems as if one person knew as 
much about it as another, and as if we knew it all 
from birth. We admit it as a wholesome thing, but 
do not see that there is much more to be found out 
about it. In other words it is not the direction in 
which we look for revelation, and for that reason we 
get little because no life ever grows richer except 
through greater obedience. 

A wave of sentimentalism has struck the world and 
made it believe that it can have Christianity without 
Christ, character without conflict, truth without obedi- 
ence, and rich relationships without much attention 
to the costliness of keeping our vows. We have be- 
fore- us constantly the spectacle of men and women 
discussing with eagerness the most serious spiritual 
questions and offering a solution, who have themselves 
played fast and loose with the most sacred obligations, 
and the world asks no questions about their right to 
speak, but listens to them as authorities. The keep- 
ing of one’s vows is largely looked upon as a matter of 
one’s personal taste, and the breaking of them does 
not, as of old, endanger one’s standing. And with 
all this treated as a matter of no moment, men set 
boldly forth in quest of spiritual truth. But the 
organ for receiving it is omitted and they receive 
none. 

When Christ was parting with his disciples and was 
looking to the sustaining and deepening of the love 
that existed between them, it all rested in his mind 
on whether they would keep his commandments. 
Without that habit there would be no conduit through 
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which his love could come to,them. He cotild afford 
to risk the matter of emotions and feelings. . He 
would not make that a test ; but if obedience failed, if 
that became negligible, no raptures could make real 
to them or powerful with them his relationsnip to 


them, When Paul was discoursing about the vision * 


on the way to Damascus he did not fix upon the 
poetry or the ecstasy of vision. The thing which to 
his strong soul was most closely allied with vision was 
obedience. ‘‘I was not disobedient unto the heav- 
enly vision,’’ Obedience and vision were correla- 
tives. On the Mount of Transfiguration Peter did not 
at all connect vision with work and obedience. How 
‘often when the mind is dull and commonplace, and 
we receive no new truth, we ascribe the trouble wholly 
to intellectual causes rather than moral ones. But 
let the moral nature be touched and stirred, let a man 
even feel terribly abased and wrong in his doings and 
repent of them and do differently, and somehow every 
idea that he has is clarified and expanded. If the 
intellectual life grows mightier and more brilliant, 
the soil from which it draws its strength is the moral 
life. With all better and nobler and m<:e conscien- 
tious living the mental eye is cleared. When the 
heart is purified and action is made more obedient, 
every thought we have is irradiated and enriched. 
Through obedience there come to us discoveries we 
never made before. Our right hand teaches us terri- 
ble things. The poetry of life is everywhere enhanced. 
Do right in some perplexed moment when life is at a 
standstill, and the doing of the one right thing leads 
out into a whole group of other right things whose 
existence we could never have suspected. Whenever 
we obey, something breaks and unfolds which was 
tight closed before. Obey, and some truth which 
before was obscure and would not yield swings around 
and reveals itself to us with a clearness which is worth 
all patience, and it could not be revealed to us any 
other way. Without obedience the truth had no vehicle 
by which it could be carried. 
The trouble with us is that we think too much of 
truth as an intellectual matter to be gotten at by the 
quick wit and the keen mind, or reached by the last 
original thinker. John gripped the matter when he 
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said mes“ do.not the fruth."" Where we are eon- 
cerned only about the confused mind,, and are trying 
to set that right by itself without changing our habits 
or toning up the conscience or practising a different 
order of deeds, it is the confused moral life’ which is 
sending darkness into every single faculty. 

Many a break-down which is attributed to nerves 
or overwork is a religious matter. The soul has been 
injured, and every individual process has shown the 
result. The physician, as things are, cannot go into 
the question of the patient’s personal faith or religious 
life. We have shut those things into one water-tight 
compartment and the physical life into another. But 
the life is one, and damage done to the soul goes all 
through. The trouble with many lives all centers in 
something which they never speak of, and there are 
thousands of cases of men and women who are now 
in a physically deteriorating condition who would find 
peace and health and power coming back to them with 
a fortnight’s old-fashioned and persistent obedience 
to the laws of prayer and trust and obedience. But 
so long as they can think it is all and only physical, 
they can lay off upon the body everything that is 
wrong. There are bodies which have been made sick 
and weak, not by injury or disease, but by the steady 
influence upon them of a spirit which would not obey 
its laws as the body was willing to obey its own. 

When therefore we are planning to have life better, 
as we all do, and are making our programs for larger 
success, we do not need to think up anything novel, 
or brilliant, or remote. Our highest welfare does not 
rest with something that is discovered only once in a 
great while. Take away the subtle disobedience (and 
be sure our kind will be subtle) and there will flourish 
in its place brightness of mind. Opportunities will 
open. There will be two ideas where there was one 
before. That cramped experience which is the grow- 
ing curse and fret of a life lived at variance with con- 
science will depart, and all that we need, and more 
than we can use, will be at hand. Hitherto we have 
looked for our riches in the things permitted. Here- 
after we shall find our greatest wealth in the things 
commanded, ‘*Thy commandment is exceeding 
broad."’ 





Our Dealings with Wrong-Doers 

So long as.disciples of Jesus Christ must live in 
a world filled with those who are not serving Christ, 
they will constantly face questions as to their dealings 


with wrong-doers. For, as Paul suggested, such re- 
lationships they must have, or ‘‘ needs go out of the 
world,’’ But some dealings with wrong-doers are 
right, and some. are wrong ; and where are we going 
to draw the line? A Pennsylvania reader submits 
two interesting cases : : 

Is it consistent for a Christian to sell a leading hotel prop- 
erty if he is in the real estate business ? 

Should a young man who is manager of a ‘quor business 


be asked to sing a solo at the church service, even though he 
has a magnificent voice and is an artist ? 


No church of Jesus Christ can in loyalty to its Head 
ask a liquor-seller to assist regularly in the worship of 
God while he remains in the business that so tragically 
fights God. Would not our church services be greatly 
enriched in the spirit of worship if the choir music 
were rendered only by persons whose lives were dedi- 
cated to God? One who is not thus living in disci- 
pleship may please a congregation by a finely-rendered 
musical piece ; but that alone is not worship. 

Presumably the selling of a hotel property is ques- 
tioned because of the usual accompaniment of a bar. 
Yet the main purpose of the hotel business is a 
worthy one, and as such the handling of the sale of a 
reputable hotel would seem to be quite as consistent 
for a Christian man as his crossing the ocean on a 
s*camer that sells liquor. ‘The liquor-selling in both 
the hotel and the steamer is presumably only one of 
a number of details which are not as they should be. 
But if these constitute side-issues rather than the main 
purpose of the business, it would not seem to be con- 
sistent to refuse to deal with those in charge : for we 
are necessarily having dealings, in many relationships 
of life, with others who are wrong at some points. 
Yet a Christian real estate man would very properly 
refuse to buy or sell a saloon, or a brewery, or a dis- 
reputable resort or hotel. In such a case he refuses 
to assist in the transference of a business that is bad 
in its main purpose, While there are doubtless in- 


stances where a man would properly decline to have 





dealings with an otherwise reputable business simply 
because one of its side-issues was so prominently 
offensive, yet the general principle here suggested 
would seem to be one of which Christ would approve. 


-— 
God’s Grace and Unborn Children 


Is God willing to do as much for parents and 
children who live in the age that was ushered in by 
Pentecost, —after the crucified, risen, and ascended 
Christ had sent the Holy Spirit into this world as 
never before,—as he did for some who lived in the 
less privileged days before Christ's work had been 
finished? An Ontario reader writes : 

In Luke 1 : 15 we read: *‘And he shall be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.”’ 
Is it possible for children to be born in this age filled with 


the Holy Spirit? Do you know of any since the time of John 
the Baptist and Christ's day being born so filled? 


Have Christian parents, who receive their children 
as gifts from God, the right to pray trustingly for 
those children that Jesus Christ will, even before 
their birth, join them to himself in saving union and 
eternal life? Or must the parents believe that this 
work of Christ cannot come to pass in the children’s 
life until they have come to the age when they can 
consciously receive or reject Christ as Saviour ? Must 
Christian parents always admit that it is an open 
question whether their children will be saved or lost, 
until the age of acceptance or. rejection is reached, or 
may they believe that God can and will honor their 
faith, as they claim his promise to answer Spirit-led 
prayer in this as in all other matters ? 

There would seem to be but one answer to this 
question. If God can and does answer our Spirit-led 
prayer for the salvation of grown people, certainly he 
must be as ready to answer a Christian parent's Spirit- 
led prayer for the salvation of a child who has not yet 
sinned. And it would not seem necessary to believe 
that that child must live apart from union with Christ 
until it chooses to seek that union, but rather that 
Christ gladly receives it, in answer to the. parent's 
prayer and faith, into union with himself from before 
even the hour of birth. We know that the Holy Spirit 
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Of some children thus committed to Christ by tru 
ah would, if fully known, show that they 
led with the Holy Spirit from birth, We are, of 


course, to noaee that in such cases there may be a 
filling of the Spirit in the sense of separation and regen- 
eration which is not the Spirit's fulness. in the same way 
that marked his work in lives on the day of Pentecost. 
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How Can We Offer the Other Cheek? 

It is a hard saying that, when we have been 
struck on one cheek, we should offer the other. What 
practical principle does Jesus’ word as to this give 
us for everyday use? An Ohio reader sends an inter- 
pretation which is sane and searching : 


In reading over the notes given in your paper on the lesson 


for May 12, ‘‘ The Law of Love,"’ I notice that an interpreta- 


tion is placed on the first clause in Luke 6 : 29 far short of 
what I believe the Master intended (‘‘‘lo him that smiteth 
thee on the one cheek offer also the other ; and from him that 
taketh away thy cloak withhold not thy coat also"’). 

It seems to me that we miss a very valuable teaching when 
we say that Jesus only meant that we should not retaliate when 
he commanded his disciples, ‘'‘I'o him that smiteth thee on the 
one cheek offer also the other.”” How often we hear even 
Christians say,‘ Well, Mr. Smith has done me a great wrong ; 
I'll forgive him, but he'll never get another chance to wrong 
me. I'll not have anything more to do with him.’’ Christ 
aimed this verse directly at such an attitude in a person who 
has been wronged. When we are treated unjustly, we are not 
only not to retaliate, but we are to give the person who wronged 
us full opportunity to do it again.. We are to associate and 
be as friendly with him as if nothing had ever happened. 

Some time ago I heard a slum worker tell how men were 
frequently converted who were freely given lodging even after 
they had stolen the few small articles which could be taken 
from their rooms on previous occasions. 

I believe that an application of this teaching in the lives of 
believers would greatly benefit the cause of Christ. 

Nothing would break down the power of Satan in 
men’s lives more quickly and completely than this 
sort of other-cheek offering by all professed disciples 
of Christ. It is well-nigh irresistible, when persist- 
ently done in the omnipotent love of Jesus Christ. 
Many a man can stand getting the cold shoulder for 
his wrong-doing ; very few men can stand being 
treated exactly as though they had done no wrong. 

The Times’ lesson pages do not seem to have limi- 
ted their teaching to mere refraining from retaliation. 
Professor Clow, for example, wrote : 

‘«It is our enemy, the man who hates us, who has 
slandered us, who'has done us a wrong under which 
our cheek still tingles, whom we are to love and bless. 
Two men quarreled in public life; one met the other 
with a high look, and passed him in the street with a 
stony stare. That other loved on. When a public 
office fell vacant, he proposed his enemy for it. Be- 
fore the night had fallen the man was at his door, 
broken and ashamed. We ‘never do condone a per- 
sonal wrong, or requite an ill word with a good one, 
we never do allow love to rise and swell in our hearts 
until it passes out in kindliness, without realizing how 
love fulfils the law.’’ 

But how few there are who have entered into the full 
application of this law of love, under injury and in- 
justice, as the invariable practise of their life! Are we 
so dead to self and hid in Christ that when some one 
says a sharp word or does an unkind thing to us, 
an onlooker watching us would not know from the 
expression of our face that we had even noticed it— 
except, indeed, for a brightening of the sunshine of 
our looks toward the one who has hurt us? Is what 
we say to the one who has injured us, and, what 
we say about him to others, wholly and only in ex- 
pression of our love and appreciation? And, as the 
Ohio reader so searchingly suggests, do we go on in 
such an unchanged relationship with him that we give 
him full opportunity to do the injury again, and again, 
and again, while we ‘* keep sweet"’ and undisturbedly 
loving through it all ? 

That is the kind of love that Jesus was talking 
about in the Sermon on the Mount. And itis a prac- 
ticable thing for every follower of Christ. It means 
that a miracle has got to be worked within us,—of 
course. But Christ is equal to this miracle. Only 
God can love in this way; and only God in Christ 
within us can show forth through our crucified lives 
this sort of love. But when we let him do it, on his 
own terms, what a witness he can make of our lives ! 
How he, being lifted up, can even in us draw all 
men unto himself! People will long to know the 
secret of the love-radiating life that they wili see in 
us. The secret is Christ. He wants to win people to 
himself through that love, shed abroad in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Have we been wondering 
why we did not win more souls to Christ? Have we 
given him the full opportunity that he longs for, 
through our surrender to his Law of Love? 
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A CLUMSY cargo junk was breasting the current 
of a small river of North China, At the end of 
the tow-rope a dozen swarthy coolies struggled 
along the slippery bank, now and then droning the 
_monotonous .refrain of a boatman’s song. Oddly 
enough, the junk flew an American flag from a 
bamboo pole in the bow. On deck lounged four 
infantrymen in khaki, redly sunburned from cam- 
paigning in the Philippines, while a sergeant and 
another private tramped ahead of the slow-moving 
craft, their rifles carelessly tucked under their arms. 

This little squad was a detail from an outpost sta- 
tioned to safeguard the road between Peking and the 
sea against both the rebel and the Imperial troops 
who were threatening to harry this wide region of millet 
fieids and mud-walled villages. The foreign lega- 
tions had asked for armed protection, and detach- 
ments of French, English, Japanese, and American 
soldiers were scattered along the railroad and river 
routes to Tientsin. 

Sergeant Jack Tower had been ordered to convoy 
this junk laden with supplies for the commissary de- 
partment. He and his comrades were seasoned, hard- 
bitted fighting men of the famous Ninth Infantry which 
had followed the flag and left the graves of its dead 
from San Juan Hill before Santiago to the rice swamps 
of Luzon and the jungle stockades of Mindanao. 


HE fiat, verdant landscape, across which the turbid 


river wound with many a shoal and twist, was clear . 


of hostile signs. The villagers were at work in the 
fields, and comical Chinese children scampered to 
their mothers at sight of the ‘‘ foreign devil soldiers'* 
in the strange uniforms. Sergeant Tower sauntered 
along the towpath, turning now and then to urge the 
straining coolies to throw more weight against the 
rope.. He hoped to reach acamp of British troopers by 
sunset, where the junk could be safely tied. up.over- 
night. But the water was shallow, the current swift, 
and the junk went aground at least once every hour. 

The sergeant was straight and tall. He carried 
himself with easy confidence, and his clean-shaven 
face was hard and reckless. But he looked you 
square in the eyes, and when he smiled you could 
not help liking him. His demeanor was as care-free 
and contented as if he were not in a strange and hos- 

_tile land; and his pleasing tenor voice proclaimed to 
the mysterious plain of North China : 
*¢ Any old place I hang my hat 
Is Home, sweet Home.’’ 

The sun slid down behind the green fields of grain 
and che brown ‘Villages, and twilight darkened the 
brilliant sky. The junk grated on another sand-bank 
and heeled broadside to the current. The trackers 
splashed on board and shoved with long poles, yelling 
with shrill clamor, but they had come to the end of 
their endurance. Sullenly they dropped the push- 
poles and shuffled forward to surround their cook and 
demand supper of rice and dried fish. Sergeant 
Tower gazed disgiistedly at the treacherous river and 
said to his men : 

‘* This is surely a lonesome place to linger in, and 
we are ten milés from anywhere. But we'll have to 
call it a day's work and tie up until morning.”’ 

‘« Then I -had: better juggle the frying-pan and 
frizzle some bacon and eggs over this heathen char- 
coalpot of a cook-stove,’’ quoth a plump, boyish 
private named Pulsifer. : 


as ILL our slumbers be disturbed by any of these 
rovin’ Chinese rioters, do: you think, Ser- 
geant ?’’ asked another. ‘I’m puzzled to 
know whether we belong to the army or navy. © Shall 
we prepare to repel boarders, or throw up intrench- 
ments ?’’ 

‘* We'll stand by this old ark of a junk,’’ was the 
réply. ‘‘I have no doubt the Chinese would like to 
loot these commissary stores of ours, but the country 
looks peaceful enough.’’ 

They gathered beneath the rude shelter near the 
ponderous, carved tiller, and set their tin-cups and 
plates on the deck. The pleasant savor of strong 
coffee floated from the charcoal fire pots of the per- 
spiring Pulsifer. Seated cross-legged in a circle, the 
group of infantrymen laughed and chaffed each other in 
their rough, good-humored way which made light of 
discomforts. 





‘Sergeant Tower’s Last Stand 


By Ralph D. Paine, Author of “The Praying Skipper,” etc. 





Suddenly Sergeant Tower jumped to his feet and 
ed astern with an air of lively interest. The twi- 
ight lingered and the dusk was not yet deep enough 
to obscure the landscape. The shadowy outline of 
another junk was moving close to the bank. A long 
cabin-house with curtains of matting indicated that it 
was fitted for carrying passengers rather than cargo. 
Presently this junk, phantom-like in the half-light, 
came to a halt beside the towpath to moor for the 
night. 

‘* No Chinese are traveling while this back country 
is so full of assorted rumpuses,’’ said Sergeant Tower. 
‘* What do you make of it, Pulsifer ?'’ 

**You can search me. We are the only American 
outfit tracking up stream. Maybe it’s Frenchmen or 
some other foreigners. We can mind our own busi- 
ness if they'll attend to theirs,’’ 

They renewed their attacks on the bacon and eggs 
with much gusto, and the sergeant observed between 


.. mouthfuls : 


«If there were any soldiers in that other junk they 
would be hopping ashore to look the ground over."’ 

With loosened belts they lounged on deck. Ser- 
geant Tower pulled a pack of cards from his haver- 
sack, and stuck two candles in empty bottles. 

** Pay day wasn’t so long ago that there isn’t money 
in your pockets,’’ said he. ‘‘Are you lads brave 
enough to face me at poker ?"’ 

««You can’t scare me,’’ replied Pulsifer. 

But the others declined, being wary of the ser- 
geant’s luck and prowess in games of chance. With 
an impatient exclamation he put the cards aside, and 
told them : 

‘*You chicken-hearted sports make me tired. 
What's the odds, anyhow? What is money good for 
but to gamble with? Life is a gamble. We may be 
shot full of holes to-morrow, or dead next week from 
drinking this rotten river water. Iam going to try to 
find some lads with red blood in them.” 

His smile was contemptuous.as he forsook them 
and walked to the bow of the junk. An agile leap 
carried him to the crumbling river bank, and he 
strode in the direction of the other craft, now veiled 
from sight by the darkness. He was in a mood for 
diversion. He would set his men no bad example by 
drinking with them while on duty, but he hoped to 
fing thirsty, convivial travelers, and he cared not a 
rap whether they might be English, French, or Jap. 


OOTING it carefully along the river’ s edge, he drew 
near 'to the other junk, which showed vaguely as a 
dark blotch against the shimmering water. Thin 

shafts of light filtered through the cabin walls, but 
there were no sounds of men’s talk or laughter. 

‘*The symptoms aren't cheerful,’’ said the ser- 
geant to himself, ‘‘ but maybe I can start something. 
I pine for excitement. And I will take a couple of 
poker-players out of this blighted old junk if I have 
to use violence.’ 

The habit of reconnoitering was strong upon him, 
and instead of shouting some jovial salutation, he 
moved with the light-footed tread of a practised scout 
until the junk was only a few yards distant. Then 
to his utter amazement there came to his ears the 
sound of singing. ‘The voices were those of women, 


‘only two of them, and they sang in English, rather 


softly, with a kind of appealing sweetness : 


** Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide ; 
The darkness deepens—Lord, with me abide ! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.”’ 


An expression of the most singular bewilderment was 
on the sergeant’s face. Without conscious act, he 
removed his dusty brown hat and stood with his heels 
together as if he were on parade. The time and the 
place caused him to regard this even-song as un- 
canny, unaccountable. Quite evidently his errand of 
recruiting kindred spirits to gamble with him was 
futile, but curiosity impelled him to step lightly on 
boatd the junk. Several of the Chinese crew were 
seated on deck, but they received him with stolid 
impassiveness, recognizing him as a foreigner by his 
curt word of greeting. 

He halted irresolutely, reluctant to obtrude himself 
further without an invitation. He wanted to look 
into the cabin, but beneath his hard exterior were 


certain basic instincts of the gentleman. And while 
he was debating whether to call out and make his 
presence known, one of the feminine voites, with 
vibrant sincerity in its intonations, began to repeat : 
‘* The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he lead- 
eth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake.”’ 


The bold features of Sergeant Jack Tower softened 
in a wonderful manner, as if awakened memories, 
long dormant, were bringing him emotions sad and 
tender and regretful. He muttered aloud, and the 
words meant more than might appear ; 

** Well, if this isn’t the limit! What do you sup- 
pose I've stumbled into ?’’ 


E felt as bashful and awkward as a boy, and was 
half-inclined to retreat and steal back to his own 
junk, where the company was more of his own 

kind. But the curtain of matting covering the cabin 
entrance was lifted, and the sergeant stood revealed in 
the light from a lantern. He staréd admiringly at 
the figure of a woman no longer youthful. Her face, 
thinner than it should have been, was something more 
than beautiful. Her hair, rather primly arranged, 
was touched here and there with gray. The white 
shirtwaist and linen skirt were trimly worn, and at 
her throat was a bit of lavender ribbon, that shade of 
lavender dear to New England spinsters. 

The woman belonged in a square white house with 
green blinds, set back from an elm-shaded street, 
with hollyhocks growing tall ‘beside the ‘storie’ door- 
step. And at the first glance Sergeant Jack Tower 
knew she belonged there, for he had lived his boy- 
hood years in just such a house in 9st such a street. 
She gazed at him, wondering but not afraid ; and he 
exclaimed witha respectful bowi .....°” 

**Beg pardon, ma‘am, but can I be of any service 
to you and your outfit? Whereare your men folks ?"’ 

** Will you come in, sergeant ?’’ said she, glancing 
at the white chevrons on his sleeve. 

‘*Thanks, if you don’t mind. I came back from 


“my junk to’’—he blushed at thought of his errand, 


and finished lamely,—‘‘to find out who you were."’ 

‘¢l am Miss Mary Atwood,’’ she replied, beckon- 
ing him to a: seat in the low-roofed shelter. ‘‘ This 
is my aunt, Mrs, Huntley,’’ and she indicated the 
other woman, older and quite motherly, with tired, 
kindly eyes. ‘‘We are’ returning to our mission 
station beyond Peking. It is a comfort to know that 
American soldiers are so near, We were afraid you 
might be something else.’’ 

‘*But you ought not to do it alone, ladies,’’ blurted 
the sergeant, with an emphatic gesture. ‘‘You have 
no business to be hiking across country by yourselves. 
This province is all mussed up with the revolution, 
and the Chinese troops are no better than bandits."’ 


ARY ATWOOD explained, and he wondered at 
her serene composure : 

‘The medical missionary of our station is 
with us. He was taken ill with fever yesterday, and 
is in the forward part of the cabin. He is quite help- 
less, but it seemed wiser to keep on than to turn back 
to Tientsin. Friends will meet us this side of Peking. 
Word came that order had been restored in our dis- 
trict, and of course we were all anxious to get back to 
our post of duty.’’ 

**I will do what I can for the sick man, which 
isn’t much,”’ said the sympathetic sergeant, ‘‘ and 
to-morrow you will keep company with our junk until 
we find a surgeon at one of the foreign army outposts. 
It is not right for you to travel in this fashion.’’ 

‘*Several of our faithful Chinese converts are in 
the crew of our junk,’’ Mary Atwood informed him. 
‘‘We feel perfectly safe. We are in the Lord's 
hands."’ 

The sergeant looked from one woman to another. 
He appeared to be wrestling with his own thoughts. 
Finally he said, and his voice was surprisingly earnest : 

**I believe you. It's funny, but I havé heard a 
lot of religion preached in my time, and it never 
made a dent in me. You are living it, aren't you? 
You two women certainly deliver the goods.*’ 

Mary Atwood smiled at this honest tribute, and the 
sergeant smiled at her. Her careworn expression 
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had fled for the moment, and she looked almost 
girlish. 

‘*Have you ever given religion a chance to ‘make 
a dent’ in you?’’ she demanded, ‘‘ You seem to 
think we are something wnusual....Why, men and 
women are living and dying for Christ all over the 
world, sergeant. We are merely two soldiers in the 
ranks of a great army."’ 

‘* The fact that you are here proves it,’’ agreed the 
man in khaki. ‘'I have usually dodged missionaries 
if I saw them first."’ 

He absently rumpled his brown hair. This was a 
most extraordinary experience, and he was trying to 
get his bearings, Men of his trade expected to risk 
their lives. It was what they were paid for. But 
somehow he had never before comprehended that 
gentle American women were leaving sheltered homes, 
breaking the ties they held most dear, and enlisting 
to serve in lands hostile and remote beneath the ban- 
ner of a Master who walked the earth two thousand 
years ago. Thus do many of us pass with closed eyes 
among the great facts of life until some quickening 
experience brings the seeing vision. 

Genuinely interested, Sergeant Tower ventured the 
question ; ‘‘ Your kind of religion is a bit old-fash- 
joned, isn’t it? We have some bright lads in the 
regiment, and they gabble a lot about ‘out-worn 
creeds’ and ‘musty dogmas,’ and the like. But I 
can’t seem to see’'em taking any long chances to 
show their faith in their new-fangled doctrines, which 
sound kind of mushy to me, But as for saving the 
souls of these cock-eyed heathen Chinese—’’ 

**And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature,’’ quoted Mrs. 
Huntley. 

‘¢There you are again,"’ heartily exclaimed the 
sergeant. ‘‘ You obey orders and ask no questions. 
It is what makes good soldiers. Your kind of religion 
makes a hit with me, and I don’t mean to sound dis- 
respectful."’ 

He smiled, but this time wistfully, and his keen 
eyes were blurred. He was powerfully moved, not 
so much by what these two courageous women said, 
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as by what they were and what they stood for. One 
concrete example is worth so many generalities. Here 
was an example astonishingly concrete, tremendously 
vivid. The thoughts of Sergeant Jack Tower were 


‘flocking back to: boyhood, to a mother of the same 


faith, of the same convictions. These women were 
spiritual kinfolk of hers. Her.religion ‘had! been’ as 
real and present as the grass and the rain and the 
song of birds, And now for the first time he compre- 
hended that she would have died for it. 

‘*I am mighty glad to meet you, ladies,’’ said he, 
unable to put into words what was in his mind. 
‘* Now, about this sick man of yours. What can I 
do for him ?"’ 

Mary Atwood showed him into a curtained space of 
the cabin, where a gaunt man of middle age lay ina 
heavy stupor, such as sometimes comes with malarial 


fever. A Chinese convert was beside him, anxious 
and attentive, The sergeant felt the throbbing pulse 
and said : 


‘He isn’t as sick as he looks. I have seen them 
come out of itin a couple of days, It is intermit- 
tent. Quinine is the stuff, and plenty of it.’’ 

The head of Private Pulsifer was thrust between the 
cabin curtains, and he exclaimed excitedly : 

‘If you please, Sergeant, this neighborhood ain't 
as quiet as you figured. A village is ablaze not more 
than a couple of miles up the river, and there's some 
shooting going on."’ 


Active as a cat, Jack Tower bounded on deck and. 


stared at the spreading crimson smudge against the 
northern sky. It was a serious conflagration, and 
warfare had caused it, for the rattle of musketry could 
be faintly heard. No longer hesitant or absent-minded, 
the sergeant shouted into the cabin : 

‘My men will take you folks aboard my junk at 
once. It is a stouter boat with better protection. 
There's a ruction on, and some of the blackguards 
may stray this way.’’ 

‘¢ Thank you, we will be ready whenever you say,”’ 
replied Mary Atwood, and her composure was un- 
shaken. 

(7o be concluded in next week's issue) 





How the Canon of Scripture Was Fixed 


Concluding the series 
* Reasonable Biblical Criticiem” 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 





A reason urged against the claim of the Bible to be in a unique sense God’s own word is that the 


contents of the Book were selected by a council of men. 
is a thought that may not have occurred to many. 


That no such selection was ever made 
It is fitting that Dr. Beecher’s series upon 


*« Reasonable Biblical Criticism ”’ should close with this searching testing of the authority of that 
Word, of which not a jot nor tittle shall pass away until there come the newlife of complete fulfilment. 


HE Hebrew bibles follow an old tradition which 
counts the Old Testament as consisting of 24 
books, or of 22 books, the twelve minor 

prophets being counted as one book, and Ezra 
and Nehemiah as one book, and the double books 
of Samuel and Kings and Chronicles each as one 
book. It is the fashion to infer that some of these 
24 books have been cut up into smaller books, thus 
increasing the number to 39. There is no ground 
for this inference. The separate existence of the 
39 books can be traced back as far as we can at all 
trace the matter. 

One tradition counts Ezra and Nehemiah and 
Chronicles as the latest Old Testament books, and 
dates them not later, or not much later, than B. C. 
400, Another tradition dates these books much 
later, and teaches that some other Old Testament 
writings were produced in times still later. For the 
purposes of the present study leave these questions 
open. Somebody at some time did this final work. 
In regard to some points concerning the work we 
may be sure, no matter who did it, or when. 

All agree that Ezra the scribe and the other scribes 
of his time—Ezra and Nehemiah and their associates 
—did something very important in this matter. The 
older tradition teaches that they received the various 
writings now known as the Scriptures, and edited and 
combined them, putting them into final shape. The 
newer tradition attributes to them the writing or re- 
writing of nearly the whole, leaving the completion 
of the work to succeeding centuries. Leave this 
question open for the moment. Somebody at some 
date completed the Old Testament. Without decid- 
ing who did it, let us look at the work that was done. 

Most men who treat this subject start with the as- 


sumption that some authoritative person or organiza- 
tion ‘* formed the canon,’’ in the sense of selecting 
from accessible literature the writings that should 
henceforth be regarded as Scripture. But we have 
no information that any such process ever occurred. 
Neither for the time of Nehemiah nor for any other 
time have we any account of an official making of a 
promulgated canon. All the official promulgations 
come from late centuries, and merely authenticate 
what they declare to be immemorial fact. It is not 
necessary to hold that there ever was any canon- 
making process other than the receiving of the books 
as Jehovah’s word from the time when they were 
written. 

The term ‘‘aggregate’’ is a simpler term to use in’ 
this connection than ‘‘canon”’ or ‘‘collection.’’ To 
the term ‘‘canon’’ many attach the idea of formal 
and official sanction. The Scriptural writings may 
supposably have existed as a collection before they 
became officially a canon. And they may supposably 
have existed as an aggregate, may have been distin- 
guished in thought from other writings, before any 
one brought them together as a collection of writings. 

In part from information that we have, and in part 
from the nature of the case, we know that the men 
who completed the Old Testament aggregate, who- 
ever they were, had to do several varieties of work. 
They gathered literary materials—such writings or 
fragments of writings as they could find bearing on 
the history and the sacred institutions of their nation. 
Further, they made written studies on subjects of this 
sort; witness the ‘‘*commentaries’’ mentioned in 
2 Chronicles 13 : 22 and 24 : 27, and perhaps some 
of the other works that are mentioned in Chronicles. 
Further still, they wrote the latest ‘books of the Old’ 


: Jeremiah, of Ezra and:Nehemiah, 
‘aggregate, and thought of as such. ‘There came a 
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Testament, whichever these may be. Yet further, 
they gave form to the aggregate made up of the books 
which they wrote combined with those which they 
received already written. In addition, they probably 


~did a work of revising, annotating, and otherwise 


changing the writings which compose the Scriptural 
ite... There is nothing in any doctrine of in- 


eiradon to forbid this, the idea being that these men: 


were duly inspired for this work. The tendency now 
is to go to an extreme in attributing to them much 
work of this kind ; but the truth certainly lies nearer 
the opposite extreme. Finally, they did something 
(not all that the traditions assign to them, but some- 
thing) in the way of making arrangements for the un- 
corrupted transmission of the writings. 

The men who completed the Old Testament did 
not receive their aggregate merely in the form of 
separate books or sections of books. The work of 
aggregating had been done in part by their predeces- 
sors, Take the Psalms, for example. Our book of 
Psalms incluces certain lesser collections ; the Psalms 
of Ascents (120-134), the Psalms of Asaph (73-83), 
the Psalms to the Sons of Korah (42-49, 84-88). It 
also exhibits other traces of earlier collections (72 : 20, 
for instance). The men who completed our book of 
Psalms, with its present arrangement in five books, 
were men who possessed these older collections, and 
they incorporated them into the final collection which 
they made. 

There were other previous aggregations. A very 
early one is spoken of as *+the book’’ (Ex. 17 : 14; 
1 Sam. 10 : 25)—not ‘‘a book,’’ as in the versions. 
There was the Mosaic law book (Deut. 31 : 9-13, 
24-26, and 17 : 11, 18), and the law book of Josiah’s 
time (2 Kings 22 : 8, etc.), and the literary work of 
the men of Hezekiah (Prov. 25 : 1), and the books 
to which Daniel had access (Dan. 9 : 2), and the 
book read by Ezra (Neh. 8:1 ff). The word *law,"’ 
in a large number of tlie places where it occurs, de- 
notes an aggregation of sacred writings. 

In fine, what information we have is to the effect 
that from early times there existed in Israel an aggre- 
gation of writings which were received as a record 
from Jehovah ; that this aggregate was augmented 
from time to time, particularly in the times of Moses, 
of Samuel and David, of Isaiah and Hezekiah, of 
It was’a growing 


time when it ceased to grow, and by that fact it 
became complete. Its final authors received the 
growing aggregate, augmented it by such writings of 
their own as properly belonged to it, and arranged 
the writings ; for example, grouping the three books 
of the major prophets and the twelve books of the 
minor prophets, and gathering and arranging the 
Psalms. 

Our information, either expressly or by necessary 
implication, attributes this aggregate in all its stages 
to men who had the prophetic gift, but it is silent as 
to the details. There is no early tradition of any 
vote in an ecclesiastical council, or of any pronounce- 
ment by some person in authority, defining this body 
of sacred writings. All that we know is that it was 
an aggregate which had been growing through the 
centuries, and had been regarded as sacred during 
the successive stages of its growth. We have no in- 
formation as to any ‘‘closing of the canon’’ other 
than the writing of its last book and the arranging of 
the books. 

There are many reasons for believing that the Old 
Testament aggregate became complete within the 
life-time of Nehemiah, not later or not much later 
than 400 B. C. We cannot prove that from then a 
copy of it was kept in the temple, carefully distin- 
guished from all other writings, but the probabilities 
favor this idea. Presumably there may have been 
complete collections of the aggregate elsewhere, but 
the circulation of it was mostly in manuscripts of the 
separate parts. The aggregation was more a matter 
of general knowledge than of juxtaposition of manu- 
scripts. But somehow or other the aggregate was 
regarded as a literature by itself. This is presupposed 
in all the discussions which arose, some centuries 
later, in regard to the limits of the canon. 

In the century in which Jesus lived his disciples 
wrote the New Testament books. These came to be 
recognized as a growing sacred aggregate precisely in 
the same way as in the case of the Old Testament, 
except that with the New Testament the process 
covered only a few decades instead of many centuries. 
In due time, Christian opinion placed the new aggre- 
gate on the same footing with the old. Entirely 
apart from all questions of official canon-making, the 
double aggregate thus formed stands before mankind 
as in a unique sense the word of God, and it will so 
stand forever. 
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When the Graded Lessons Are Turned into Life 


Life incidents from eleven states giving testimony to the spiritual power of graded teaching are presented in this month’s ‘‘ Graded Forum,’’ 
which is conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin, Elementary Superintendent of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association 





Boys Interested in Forgiveness of Sins? 


N A class of Intermediate boys studying the second 
year of the Graded Course the lesson of Paul's 
conversion took on new meaning as the teacher 

asked, ‘‘ Does any one now receive forgiveness of 
sins as quickly as Paul did?’’ Instantly one an- 
swered, ‘* Yes, I did, I know the very minute !"’ 
Another said, ‘‘ It was as quick as that light came to 
Paul with me,’’ After a pause one boy said thought- 
fully, ‘‘It doesn’t always come like that though ; 
you don’t always know when—I don'’t."" Ana this 
from boys. of the age when they do not readily ex- 
press their feelings on such subjects,—JM/rs. L. £. 
Ware, Worcester, Mass. 
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What the Dolls Were Taught 


HE was.a Beginners child who so delighted in her 
Sunday-school lessons that she came home each 
Sunday and» taught her dolls what she had 

learned. 

_ One Sunday after church I went to her home, and, 
entering the hall, saw her sitting on the steps with 
several dolls. She said the teacher had not come. 
A doll in long dresses was lying on the couch. I 
picked it up and told her I had brought my. baby to 
Sunday-school ; ‘‘ could she find the teacher ?’’ 

She was delighted to have a live person to play 
with, so soon returned as the teacher. How well she 
imitated her own. teacher, petting ‘‘my baby'"' and 
convincing me it was sweet. I asked if the baby 
might hear the lesson story and the children. sing. 
They sang, ‘‘ There are blessings from God all, about 
us’’—then the story. What a wonderful story she 
All about the, wind, 
‘the rain, the sun, explaining fully how they help, 
and then—the little captive maid ! She applied the 
lesson, reminding all how they could help, a 
convincing demonstration that she had applied. the 
spiritual truth to her own life.— Afinnie T. Allen, 


_ Little Rock, Ark. 


A “Little Father’s” Grace at Dinner 


IX-YEAR-OLD Arthur has been much interested 
in the lessons of God’s care and’ of God's gifts 
for food.- His father has charge of the ice- 

cutting for a large concern, so is away from home a 
good deal at dinner time during the season. One 
day as Arthur and his mother sat down to dinner he 
asked if he could say the blessing, so the mother told 
him he could be ‘little father’? when big father was 
away. His blessing was something like this: ‘‘O 
Lord, we thank you for this food ; we thank you for 
making the wheat to grow in the field for our bread, 
and for the water, and the milk, and all we eat. 
Bless us, and take care of papa, too, eating his dinner 
all alone out in the wood-lot.’’—Mrs. LZ. E. Ware, 
Worcester, Mass. 
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When Mother Had No Time for Prayer 


ITTLE Florence had been attending our Sunday- 
school a few months, while we were studying 
the First Year Primary Graded Lessons, under 


the themes, ‘‘God speaking to a Child"’ and ‘*Speak- | 


ing to God in Prayer."’ 

One night she had been hurried to bed earlier 
than usual, as company was expected. When snugly 
tucked in, her mother kissed her good-night, turned 
down the light and said, ‘Never mind about your 
prayers to-night, I am in a big hurry.’ She had oc- 
casion to go into the next room, and on her way down- 
stairs, as she passed the door, heard a stage whisper. 
To her astonishment Florence was kneeling up on the 
bed, with her little hands folded, praying with child- 
like trust to the Heavenly Father whom she had 
learned was ‘‘nigh unto all them that call upon him."’ 
This was the Memory Verse for each lesson under the 
two themes mentioned above. 

This deeply impressed the mother, and all through 
that evening the vision of her little six-year-old girl 
was before her. This has been the means of arousing 


both the father. and. mother from : indifference, and: 


they have decided to unite with the church of their 
own denomination, which will mean that little Flor- 
ence and her sister will go to their own Sunday-school. 
We are sorry to lose them, but are glad that the seed 
sown in the good soil, at the right time and in the 
best way, is bearing fruit.—Bertha Lainé, scent 
Ont. 
5 4 


A Teacher Transformed 


T ISso absorbingly interesting to note the effect of 

certain plans and methods upon the life of the 

_ pupil that we sometimes overlook entirely the 
influence. that the carrying out of those plans is hav- 
ing upon the teacher. 

Very recently a most interesting case has come to 
my notice, in which a young teacher in a small Ohio 
town has been wonderfully helped and developed in 
Christian character through teaching a class of first- 
year Junior girls. She was a Christian to start with, 
but one of the kind whose life was full of other in- 
terests, She was attractive, accomplished, and a 
leader in her ‘‘set’’ in having all sorts of ‘‘good 
times.’" A friend, who saw underneath it all the 
real worth of her character, sought her help in the 
Sunday-school. She insisted that she could not do 
the work ; -but finally, when the Graded Lessons were 
introduced, and the material so carefully planned was 
placed at her disposal, she consented to try. Her 
friend was not disappointed, and to-day cannot be 
thankful enough that she persevered, for a marvelous 
earnestness of purpose has grown out of it all. 

This beautiful girl has consecrated her whole life— 
her talents, her accomplishments, and all to the Mas- 
ter. She has no time to-day for the frivolous matters 
that occupied her attention before, but is busy in the 
Lord’s work. 

- She has been away from Sunday-school. but 
two Sundays in more than two years, and her faith- 
fulness is reflected. in her class; the girls are very 
regular attendants and are deeply interested in their 
work. Her musical ability is being directed in the 
same way. She is organist for the school, and has 
organized a choir of young women. Her careful 
teaching and her consecrated, earnest life are making 
agdeep impression upon the members of her class. 
Last ‘Decision Day all but one of them united with 
the church.—rs. Phebe A. Curtiss, Columbus, Ohio. 


* 
To Let Mothers Understand 


N ONE of our small Sunday-schools in a town in 
Central North Dakota, the Graded Lessons were 
used in the Beginners, Primary, and Junior 

classes, In the Primary class were two little girls, 
sisters, who went home every Sunday bubbling over 
with enthusiasm, telling mama all about the story the 
teacher told and what the teacher wanted them to do 
with crayons, and pictures, and so on, until the mother 
said, ‘‘ Children, your mother does not understand all 
this.”’ 

In distress of mind, she went to her pastor and 
said, ‘‘ My children come home from Sunday-school 
with stories to tell and work to do of which their 
mother knows nothing. Is there not something I can 
do to get in touch with the work they are doing, and 
be able to help them ?’’ 

As a result of that conversation and the realization 
of one mother that she was not fitted to guide her 
children along religious lines, a teacher-training class 
was_organized, made up of mothers whose children 
were studying the Graded Lessons.— Mrs. Ella Morris 
Snow, Elementary Superintendent North Dakota 
Sunday-School Association. 


% 


Why the High Goblet Changed Places 
’ LITTLE Beginner went home from Sunday- 


school, and her mother asked, ‘‘What was 
_ your lesson to-day?’’ She answered, ‘‘ Be ye 
kind one to another."’ Then she asked, ‘‘ Mama, 


what is ‘kind’ ?’’ 
for other people.."’ 

. The little girl and-her brother were in the habit of 
putting the water. glasses on the table for their mother, 


‘«To be kind is to do nice things 


and each wanted the high goblet. When the little 
girl helped her mama, she gave herself the high gob- 
let, and when the little boy helped he put the coveted 
glass at his own place, Then there was always a 
quarrel, But after the little girl learned ‘‘Be ye 
kind one to another,’’ she placed the high goblet at 
brother's plate. When all came to the table, the 
brother was suprised to see the goblet at his place, 
for he knew lie had not put it there. He looked at 
his mother for an explanation. She smiled and said, 
««Sister did it.'’ He glanced her way with a humili- 
ated look and said, ‘‘ Thank you, sister."’ 

From this time on the strife was to see who could 
help mother, so as to have the pleasure of giving the 
high goblet to the other.—Margaret Ellen Brown, 
Lincoln, Neb. : ‘ 


When the Cellar Lost Its Terror 


OR several Sundays the memory verse in the 
First Year Primary Class had been, ‘‘ The Lord 
is thy keeper."’ One Sunday six-year-old Marie 

volunteered the following statement: ‘‘I am not 
afraid to go into the cellar any more!'’ Her teacher 
listened with interest and then questioned the child. 
She learned that the little one had been very much 
afraid to go to the cellar on any errand for her mother, 
but since the teaching of the lessons showing God as 
our Protector, she had been willing to enterithe greatly 
feared place. ‘‘It is like this,’’ said Marie ; ‘‘ when- 
ever mother asks me to go to'the cellar I ‘just say, 
‘The Lord is thy keeper,’ and I play I put my hand 
in Jesus’ hand, and so he goes with me.'’ God 
grant that the habit may be one that she will carry 
through life, that of placing her hand in his hand 
and going everywhere with him.—J/,_/. &., iki getl 
vantia, 
%. 


Why the Juniors Joined the Church 


AST winter all except the nine-year-old children 
of a large Junior Department were studying the 
Second Year Graded Lessons. During the latter 

part of the winter so many of those children came 
without any solicitation to the minister asking to be 
taken into the church, that he wondered, and began 
to make inquiries. He asked the teachers in the 
Junior Department if they could explain it. Their 
answer was, ‘‘ If we taught’those lessons of the ‘ Early 
Foliowers of Jesus Carrying on His Work,’ and then 
of the ‘Later Followers of Jesus Carrying on His 
Work,’ as we should teach them, there could be no 
other result than that these boys, and girls too, should 
want to be his followers helping in his work.’’ He 
felt that his question had been answered, —£iizabeth 
Harris, Syracuse, N. Y. 


x 
The Give-Away Box 


NE of the fall lessons in the Beginners Course, 
first year, is the story of the widow who gave 
all she had—her mite. The picture accom- 

panying it shows her putting her offering into the box 
by the door at the entrance of the church or temple. 

From this came the thought of having a little box 
like this for an extra offering in our Beginners De- 
partment. The children named it «‘ The Give-Away 
Box,’’ and every penny that is put in there zs given 
away to help some one who is sick or needy. At 
Thanksgiving we send baskets filled with good things 
for the holiday dinner to poor families, using this 
money to buy chickens, and the children bringing the 
vegetables and fruit. This has been our custom for 
several years, and particular pains is taken to tell the 
children all about where the baskets are sent, and 
how happy they have made others through their 
‘* give-away box."’ 

This last year, when I was asking them on the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving to bring their gifts, one 
little fellow said, ‘‘Oh, write it down! oh, write it 
down for me!’’ I did not intend to do so, for he 
came from a needy family himself, and the ladies of 
our church supplied clothes for him and his twa 
brothers before they could come to Sunday-school ; 
but. he -wouldn’t let’ me- forget. He followed: me 
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around after Sunday-school was over, saying, ‘* Oh, 
write it down !"’ so finally I did. 

On the day appointed this litthe Good Samaritan 
was the first to appear. His offering was small, just 
a few butternuts and a half-dozen apples, but not too 
small for the Lord to use. These butternuts were 
put into a basket for a family where there were four 
small children, and the reason it was necessary to 
send a dinner there was because the father was a 
drunkard, who spent a good many days, and all of 
his evenings, in the saloons, 

I had occasion to go there the night after Thanks- 
giving with some clothing, and this father was home 
that night, and he had his children around him 
cracking those butternuts. 

The Graded Lessons in the Beginners Course aim 
to show God as a loving Father, and Jesus, the Son 
of God, who went about doing good, and who is the 
Friend and Saviour of little children, and to lead the 
chiki to show his love for God by working with him 
and for others, Did not this lesson of the widow 
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giving her two last mites accomplish its purpose ?— 
Mrs. G. W. Hendrick, Superintendent Beginners 
Department, First Congregational Church, Nashua, 
N. 
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Sixteen That Came to Jesus 


HE mail brought the following item the other 
dav from one of our County Elementary Super- 
intendents. It is a simple testimony for the 

spiritual results of the Graded Lessons. I will quote 
from the letter; ‘* Three years ago I graduated twenty 
pupils from the Primary to the Junior Department. 
At our communion service in January we received 
into the church twenty-one pupils from the Junior 
Department, sixteen of whom were the little gradu- 
ates from the Primary three years before. This 
proves, to my mind, that the Graded Lessons touch 
the spiritual life of these pupils. How their faithful 
teachers must have felt their reward that day !’’— 
Grace M. Longfellow, Minneapolis, Minn. 








How Arabia’s Brown Babies Grow Up 


By S. M. Zwemer, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





The differences in babies are, in anthropology, the basis for the most generally accepted classifica- 


tion of the human race into two large divisions. 


This simple division is possible because infants 


are so nearly alike the world around. The little brown baby of Arabia might be brought up in your 
Dr. Zwemer tells about the influences which turn 
that baby into a wild son of the desert, who cannot read nor write—yet who is educated, is religious 


home and take a natural place in civilized life. 


and patien 


*s also warlike and deceitful, and who hates the name of Christian and the symbol of 


the cross. 


HE earliest account we have of Bedouin child-life 
is in the book of Job ; there the desert. child is 
said to come into the world ‘‘like a wild ass’ 
colt’’ ; and until to-day all Arabia witnesses to the 
ruth of the word to Hagar, ‘he shall be a wild-ass 
man.’’ Inno part of the world does the new-born 
infant meet less preparation for its reception than 
among the Bedouins. - In a land bare of blessings 
and full of universal poverty, the law of survival of 
the fittest has made the Arab mother stern of heart. 
In the open desert, under the shade of an acacia 
bush or behind a camel's saddle, the wee brown baby 
sees the first daylight. As soon as it is born the 
mother herself rubs and cleans the child with some 
sand, places it in her handkerchief, and carries it 
home to the tent. 

A name is given to the infant immediately ; gener- 
ally from some trifling or peculiar incident connected 
with its birth, Ifa dog happened to be in sight the 
child is called Kelab, from 4e/, a dog ; and he bears 
the name as well as Joshua’s companion did. Mos- 
lem names, like Hassan, Ali, Fatimah, etc., are very 
uncommon among the true Bedouins, though Mo- 
hammed is sometimes used. Beside his own peculiar 
name every boy is called by that of his father and 
tribe; for example, Naif bin Gheyan Es Shemsy. And, 
what is more remarkable, boys are often named after 
their sisters. Akhoo Noorah, the brother of Noorah, 
was the name of a lad I met in Yemen. Girls’ names 
are taken from the constellations, like Diusreiyah, or 
from desert animals and plants, like Gazelle. 

With respect to education the Bedouin boy is truly 
a child of nature ; like Topsy, he ‘‘just grows.’’ His 
parents leave him to his own free will ; they seldom 
chastise, never pet, and most often take no pains to 
form good habits or eradicate evil ones, Trained 
from birth, however, in the hard school of poverty, 
fatigue, and danger, the boy becomes manly and the 
girl patient by sheer force of circumstances. Burck- 
hardt writes: ‘*I have seen parties of naked boys 
playing at noonday on the burning sand in the midst 
of summer, running until they had fatigued them- 
selves, and.when they returned to their father’s tents 
they were scolded for not continuing the exercise. 
Instead of teaching the boy civil manners the father 
desires him to beat and pelt the strangers who come 
to the tent ; to steal or to secrete in joke some trifling 
article belonging to them; and the more saucy and 
impudent they are the more they are praised as giving 
indication of a future enterprising and warlike dispo- 
sition." When a boy is very clever they call him 
**Satan’’ by way of compliment. 

Bedouin children go unclad in even the coldest 
weather. Boys and girls play together until their 
ninth year, Like other chikiren, they learn baby- 
taik before they speak correct Arabic. A bird is 


called koo-koo; brother, dada; a dog, wow-wow ; 
father, dada ; and for camel they say, ' aa-’ aa, 

The Bedouin children have very few toys, but they 
manage to play many games nevertheless. Neeessity 
is the mother of invention, The children of the sea- 
coast Arabs can be seen every day with star-fishes, 
with one of the points twisted upward, and dragged 
by a string; they call them water-camels, I have 
seen other children very happy each with a pet locust 
on a bit of string watching eagerly whose fiery steed 
would win the race. Dolls are unknown, The boys 
play horse, chess, tip-cat, tag, and race around in a 
circle. A sling made of rope is their first weapon, 
and many become almost as skilful as David. Some 
of the Bedouin children in the interior have an inge- 
nious toy called ferneyney. It consists of a pebble, 
pierced in two places, and twice stringed with strong 
thread. This they cast in the air, and by alternately 
drawing out and slacking the thread make their gig 
spin with a loud whirr. They also make bird-traps. 
Some blacken their faces, put on beards of sheep wool, 
and play at being black men from a far country. 

Although only one in a thousand learns to read the 
letters of the alphabet and drone out the weary repe- 
titions and rhymes of the Koran, all of them can read 
wasms and athar. <A wasm is a tribal-mark, and is 
put on property such as camels, sheep, tent furniture, 
etc. It is never branded on horses, though sometimes 
wasms are plentiful enough scratched on rocks and 
well-curbs near favorite pastures. Here are a few 
curious examples : 
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The boys very soon learn to make and ‘read: these 
trademarks of the desert, and there are a:great many of 
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them.’ Jim el athar is the science of footprints. By 
studying camel-tracks and the refuse of old encamp- 
ments, the worldly-wise Bedouin gets the news of the 
day : which caravan passed, and whose favorite milch- 
eamel went astray three days ago. Fabulous stories 
are told of the skill acquired even by boys in this de- 
tective work. 

In Yemen the boys make a whistle, called :xasoor, . 
out of long blades of grass twisted into the shape of 
a smail horn, with a blade run through the horn. 
They blow at the narrow end of the horn and make 
the free grass-blade vibrate. When they grow older 
they play on the shepherd's reed war-songs like this : 
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And their sisters soon join the women in their shrill 
melodies of which this is an example : 
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The nomad children have no books but the Book 
of Nature,—a very large picture-book indeed, and 


_ mever more diligently studied than by the Arab boys 


who, with flashing dark eyes, watch a hundred sheep 
at pasture, or keep awake at night on the lofty 
camel-saddle by counting the stars in the blue abyss. 
When the Bedouin lad grows up, and begins to swear 
by the few straggling hairs on his chin, he cannot 
read a letter and is wholly ignorant of books, Do 
not despise him ; he knows men and nature. The 
table-talk in the tents of Kedar is much like the wis- 
dom of Job, and the boys soon learn the multitude of 
proverbs and poems that are the literature of the 
Bedouin, A philosophy of submission to the world 
as it is, the deification of patience, and a profound 
child-like trust that all will end well at last, —such are 
the elements of religion as taught in the desert. 

When a Bedouin child is sick (and whe can keep 
off fevers and rheumatism in a climate like Arabia ?) 
it suffers much from the cruel ignorance of the Arabs. 
Smallpox makes awful ravages, and often sweeps away 
all the children of an encampment. For all diseases 
the sovereign remedy is £e2, actual cautery, on various 
parts of the body with a red-hot iron. I have seen a 
child not yet four years old with more than a dozen 
festering cautery-sores all over its poor little body, 
given as a cure for ascites. 

But their cruelty is never intentional. They are 
very fond of their children, and when the lasses run 
out to meet their father coming home from a robbing 
expedition, he takes them up on the saddle to ride 
home. Sad to say, the children share in the fanati- 
cism of their elders against the Christian religion and 
Christians, of whom, alas! they have seen nothing 
and heard fables. One of their games is to draw a 
cross in the desert sand, and then in turn defile it. 
They learn from childhood that all who do not accept 
Muhammad as prophet are infidels ; that is why it is 
natural for a Bedouin boy to throw stones ata Vasrani. 
Little do the children learn of religion from a book 
which has no provision for the heart of childhood, 
Children are scarcely mentioned in the Koran; of 
such is not the kingdom of Islam. 

The Bedouin child early puts away childish things. 
At ten the boy is sent to drive camels or herd flocks ; 
at fifteen he boasts a matchlock and weds a maiden. 
His sister at the same age takes to spinning goats’ 
hair, sings the songs of love, and hopes for.a happy 
marriage. Their. brief childhood is ended. 


** Children of Shem! first-born of Noah’s race. 

And still forever children ; at the door 

Of Eden found, unconscious of disgrace, 
And loitering on while all are gone before ; 

Too proud to dig, too careless to be poor, 
Taking the gifts of God in thanklessness ; 

Not rendering aught, nor supplicating more, 
Nor arguing with him if he hides his face. 

Yours is the rain and sunshine, and the way 
Of an old wisdom, by our world forgot. 

The courage of a day which knew not death ; 
Well may we sons of Japhet, in dismay, 

Pause in eur vain, mad fight for life and breath. 
Beholding you,—I bow, and reason not.”’ 


BaureEIN, Persian Gur, ARABIA. 


LESSON FOR JULY 21 (Mark 4 : 26-32; Matt. 13: 33) 
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LESSON 3. JULY 21. THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM 
Mark 4 : 26-32; Matthew 13 : 33. Commit verses 26-28 
Golden Text: Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.-—Matthew 6 : 10 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


HAT is the most skilful and dexterous thing that 
you ever sawa person do? Is there anything 
more wonderful than the manual dexterity 

that people learn by constant practise? That boy 
who is now painfully fingering out a four-finger exer- 
cise on the piano practises for ten years, and then 
can shut his eyes and make a pipe-organ “talk,” 
using three manuals, foot-keys, and two dozen stops, 
and he does all the mechanical part of it without 
thinking. If you want to realize how wonderful that 
is, just sit at the consol of the great organ and won- 
der how you would begin. But he learned it. ‘lhe 
world is managed by le who have become skilful 
by long practise. Did you ever stop to think what a 
wonderful piece of nerve and muscle co-ordination 
and accuracy it takes for a fielder to on to exactly the 
ph aes spot and have his hands exactly ready to catch 
along ‘‘fly”? Yet he does it, if he is really expert, 
almost. automatically. ‘The period of learning and 
training was long, but he learned how at last. A 
golf professional was asked what he thought about 
at the very moment he was about to swing his club, 
and his reply was: ‘‘I dinna think aboot anything 
ata’. I juist luke at me ba’.” But it was not that 
way when he began. So it is with all our accom- 
plishments. Out of awkwardness we develop su- 
preme skill, because the capacity for development 
was there, small though it was. If the capacity is 
there, the result is certain. Jesus teaches that the 
very same thing is true of the soul. The capacity of 
the soul for the kingdom of heaven is the promise 
that the kingdom will come. : 





The Teacher’s Preparation 

|The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 
This is a passage of Scripture about which the 
teacher must have a clear view of the whole or else 
he will become tangled in details, and the ciass will 
miss the main point altogether. By all means read 
first Professor Clow’s first paragraph. Ask yourself 
what Christ meant by the phrase, ‘‘ The Kingdom of 
God,” referring to Professor Riddle’s paragraph un- 
der that heading. Now grasp the idea that. Jesus 
was desirous toteach ow the kingdom would develop 
and progress, reading Professor Riddle’s last two 
introductory paragraphs. Adopt some simple an- 
alysis of the three parables. Professor Riddle sug- 
gests one, as does Professor Clow. Perhaps this will 
serve: 


Parable 1, verses 26-29: The kingdom will grow. 
Parable 2, verses 30-32: What will it grow to? 
Parable 3, Matthew 13 : 33: How it will grow. 


It will grow: Read Professor Clow’s second para- 
graph, Mr. Ridgway’s first, and Professor Riddle’s 
note on verse 28; on the point that the growth of the 
ideal kingdom goes by normal and regular stages 
read Professor Clow'’s fourth paragraph and Mr. 
Ridgway’s second; on the meaning of the harvest, 
study Professor Riddle’s note on verse 29 and Dr. 
Mackie’s first paragraph and Professor Clow’s last 
paragraph and Mr. Ridgway’s fourth. 

hat it will grow to: Dr. Mackie tells about the 
use of the mustard-seed as an illustration (paragraph 
2). Professor Riddle’s notes on verses 31, 32 should 
be carefully studied. Read Mr. Ridgway’s third 
paragraph. Mr. Wells’ article will give a fine work- 
able illustrative method of D ase this ? -srogpe 

How it will grow ; Study Professor Riddle’s note 
on Matthew 13:33, and Dr. Mackie’s last para- 
graph. Mr. Ridgway’s last paragraph makes this 
very real, 

The literature on these parables is very extensive. 
The interpretation of them is not difficult, and the 
material in this paper is abundant. If somethin 
further is desired, Abbott's commentary will be found 
useful, and the chapter on ‘‘ The Kingdom of God” 
in **The Ideal of Jesus,” by W, U. Clarke, Con- 
sulting a good Bible dictionary under the heads 
** Parable” and ‘* Kingdom of God” will be helpful. 


The Class in Session 

Jesus was looking forward to the completed result 
of his teaching and work. ‘That completed result is 
nothing less than heaven on earth. he kingdom of 
heaven we defined last week as ‘‘that ideal state 
when all men shall love God supremely and their 
neighbors as themselves.” It is too big a thing to 
define or compress into a few words. But note this, 
that Jesus was absolutely sure that it would come to 
pass some time. It is coming! Now we are all 


Mark 4:26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a 
tnan should cast seed upon the earth ; 27 and should sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed should spring up and 

‘ow, he knoweth not how. 28 The earth 'beareth fruit of 

erself ; first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. 29 But when the fruit 2 is ripe, straightway he ° put- 
teth forth the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he said, How shall we liken the kingdom of God ? 
or in what parable shall we set it forth? gr ‘It is like a grain 
of mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the earth, though 
it be less than al] the seeds that are upon the earth, 32 yet 
when it is sown, groweth up, and becometh greater than all 
the herbs, and putteth out great branches ; so that the birds 
of the heaven can lodge caller the shadow thereof. 

Matthew 13 : 33 Another parable spake he unto them : The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, 
and hid in three 5 measures of meal, till it was all leavened. 

1 Or, yieldeth *% Or, alloweth *%Or, sendeth forth 4Gr. As unto. 
5 The word in the Greek denotes the Hebrew seah, a measure contain- 
ing nearly a peck and a half. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
% 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs, by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

Verse 26.—What is meant by ** the kingdom of God’’? 
Whom does the sower of the seed in this parable represent? 
(Riddle, 3, v..26; Clow, 1; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verses 26-29.—What is the meaning of this parable? 
(Riddle ; Clow; Sanders, 7; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 30.—Why did Jesus use parables in teaching the 
people? (Riddle, 6; Sanders, 1, 2, 3.) 

Verses 31, 32.—What sort of an herb was the mustard 
here referred to? What would the birds in the parable 
represent? (Riddle, 4, v. 32; Mackie, 2.) 

Matthew 13 : 33.—What is the meaning of this parable? 
(Riddle ; Class in Session, 5.) 








creatures of time, and in a hurry to see things fin- 
ished. God is never in a hurry; time is nothing to 
an eternal being... So’ Jesus tries to tell his friends 
how the kingdom of God is to come to pass. He 
tells them by means of these parables. We will save 


‘ourselves much trouble if we will follow Dr. Riddle’s 


method and remember that each parable was told to 
teach one point and one point only. These three 
parables are grouped because they all deal with the 
growth of the kingdom. Suppose, now, some one 
asks how will the world come to a perfect state and 
Jesus answers: 

1. Jt will grow. The kingdom of God will grow 
just as the seed in the farmer’s field grows. He puts 
in the seed, and that is all he knows. ‘The seed and 
the soil, put together, were made to produce a plant. 
The human heart that receives the truth of God’s 
love, sins forgiven, and the Holy Spirit’s power, can 
not help but produce results. 

2. lt was made for that very thing. You were 
created to be achild of God. If you will let the seed 
have its own way, you will be perfected. And what 
is true of the individual is true of the mass. Allmen 
will finally be the perfected children of God and 
brothers of Jesus Christ. This will come to pass by 
the silent and unseen operation of the power of the 
Creator of both men and truth. How steadily the 
kingdom has advanced. The intellectual freedom of 
the renaissance, the religious freedom following 
Luther, litical freedom following Cromwell, the 
wehathe decline of human slavery, and now we 
are engaged in the battle for economic freedom. 
These things are not completed yet by any means; 
maybe we are yet only in the blade period. There 
is a definite order in development,—blade, ear, ripe 
harvest, the unseen germ, the small shoot, the valu- 
able harvest. The fact that the kingdom will come 
in these natural stages is the main thought of this 
parable. The next parable, that of the mustard-seed, 
teaches: 

3. What the kingdom will grow to. This isa 
parable of encouragement. How small those disci- 

les felt in comparison with the great world. How 
insignificant their message. Jesus taught them that 
the size of the result of their labors would be all out 
of proportion to the amount of actual work that they 
did. Already we can see something of the truth of 
that. Humanity never witnessed anything in com- 
parison with the wonderful advance of the hold of 
the gospel on the humanrace. Barely one century 
of Christian missions, yet the result is overwhelming. 
It will keep on growing. It cannot stop. It is alive. 
Christianity will some day have more of a hold on 
business than to-day it has upon education. Do not 
press all the details of these parables. The sickle 
does not necessarily stand for any particular event, 
and the ** birds of the air” do not necessarily mean 
that the forees of evil find shelter in religion. It is 





safe to hold each parable to just one meaning. The 
third parable teaches us: 

4. How it grows. The figure of the leaven teaches 
that this certain and extensive growth comes by way 
of the law of contact,—one ro almost say, ‘* conta- 
gion.” Christianity is destined to 4 ead by aoe 
contact of Christians with the world. Each Christian 
is a grain of leaven in the world that needs him, The 
parable shows the assimilating power of faith. The 
missionary and personal efforts of the disciples then 
and now are the perfect fulfilment of this prophetic 
and descriptive parable It is inevitable that if 
Christ expected his kingdom to thus spread by con- 
tact, that the Christian who is not giving Christ to 
his neighbors and friends is falling short of his Mas- 
ter’s expectation. 


A Lesson Summary 


How wonderfully Jesus anticipates the questions 
of our inner hearts. Who has not asked himself in 
the face of some great disappointment and failure, 
**What is it all coming to?” These parables are 
really the great messages to the discouraged and 
weary and doubtful. Is the world growing better ? 
Will the Church of Christ hold her own in the midst 
of this selfish, lustful, and tumultuous world? The 
church will possess it all. She is the living body of 
Christ. This is Jesus’ up-and-down declaration that 
his truth will absolutely come to its full harvest. The 
three parables, taken together, are tremendous. vue 
answer the most momentous questions we can as 
about the future. How much more steady, how 
much sweeter, how much more hopeful, would we be 
could we remember that we are not to accomplish 
everything by our puny efforts, but that we are a 

art of the great, long, certain plan, and that there 
is ‘no danger whatever that it will fail. ‘The para- 
bles of growth are the parables of encoutagement, 
of cheer. They ring with the music of the ages. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What is your own definition of the phrase, ‘‘ The 
Kingdom of God”? ee , Fy 

2.. What causes both natural and spiritual seed to, grow ? 

3- When the seed is sown, does our, responsibility end ? 

4. What is the meaning of the birds of the air that lodged 
in the shadow of the tree? 

5. What does leaven stand for? 

6. In what way ought a Christian to act as leaven? 

7. In what way is Christianity leavening the non-Chris- 
tian nations? 

8, Will the Christian church ever bring about the solu- 
tion of labor problems ? 


Other Teaching Points 

How absolutely certain Jesus was of the outcome of all 
his labors,—how calm, how free from anxiety. He be- 
lieved that the Father who makes the seed of wheat to 
grow could also bring to full fruitage his kingdom. 

Do not try to make a parable into an allegory. A 
parable generally teaches just one main idea. That is the 
reason Jesus told so many of them. One has to study 
them all to get the full round of the truth. 

One writer has said that all we can do for another soul 
is to give it the ‘‘clue’’ to God. The soul was made to 
find God, and if once started will surely come to its Maker. 

The great process of the coming of the kingdom is done 
in miniature in every individual soul. There also it is the 
seed, the blade, the ear, and the ripe harvest. 

.Be careful how you use the phrase ‘‘ natural law,’’ as 
opposed to divine law or God’s law, as some carelessly do. 
All natural law is God’s law, God’s will in action, The 
kingdom comes by natural processes and in obedience to 
natural law. Who made nature? 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 


For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 

assigned in advance by the ceneher. J 
(Matt. 19 : 24-30; 36-43.) 

Where is the person who has not asked why the 
good God will allow so many evil persons and evil 
things to continue unchecked ? Why did Jesus wit- 
ness so much wrong and not fly at it in reforming 
energy? Why must the Christian Church allow so 
much evil to exist within its own borders, and still be 
patient with it? These are all frequent questions 
and important ones, and Jesus did not leave us with- 
out guidance about them. 


1. How does Jesus imply in this parable that there is an 
evil personality at work in this world? 

2. Why does the Lord forbid us to go about uprooting 
everything that seems evil to us? 

3. Should evil be allowed to go unrebuked ? 

4. Why is God so long-suffering ? 

5. What is the effect of persecution on both parties? 

Evanston, ILL. 
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Growth as God’s Secret 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


N THE parable of the sower Jesus fixed our 
| thought on the fate of the seed as it fell into dif- 
ferent soils. Here he traces the history of the 
seed which fell into good ground. In this brief par- 
able of four verses, found only in Mark's Gospel, he 
discloses tlre history of the Kingdom of God—the 
rule and realm of God in the hearts and lives of men. 
That rule and realm ‘is, in some aspects, a struggle 
and a conquest, in others an increasing light, in 
others an esrereng dominion. But the ruling and 
most illuminating figure for its progress is a growth. 
The Kingdom, with its revelation of God and his 
will, of the truths of his love and grace, with its gos- 
pel of redemption through the Person and work of 
Christ, with its unceasing agency of the Holy Spirit 
inthe hearts of men, is to grow in secrecy and in 
mystery, until at last it consunimates in a harvest. 
Christ's words should give us a vision which should 
lift up our hearts, 
gracious and strengthening message to the other 
arables of sowing and reaping. Men who had 
heard of the failure of so much of the seed, through 
the wayside’s hardness, and the stony ground’s shial- 
lowness, and the stubborn choking of the thorns, who 
had been told the sad story of the tares, might well 
be discouraged. Down the ages, and even to-day, 
the sowers often pause to wonder and toregret. The 
apathy of multitudes, the antipathy of the powers of 
evil, the waste and barrenness of so much loyal and 
atient endeavor, make men’s hands hang down. 
ut Jesus enshriues for us here his clear and confi- 
dent prophecy of the final victory of his Kingdom. 
He bids men glance along the future, and shows us 
the history of his faith as in a moment of time. 
The first thing to mark here is ¢he mystery of the 
rowth of the seed. It grows up, ‘the knoweth not 
how.” Even to the skilled agriculturist the striking 
and sprouting of the seed is a secret. Down in the 
black earth; hidden from his eyes, there are changes 
and processes going on with which he dare not med- 
dle. ‘The outer husk of the seed has fallen into 
death, and the germ of life has sent down its root- 
lets, and sent up its tender green stem, Not-until 
the little blade has thrust its spear through the soil 
is he sure that there has been growth at all, In the 
Kingdom of-God we have also to wait with a patience 
which dare not interfere. ‘The little child sits seem- 


ingly unmoved by the most lovely story in the Gos- © 


pels. ‘The youth’s eyes remain dyll even when a 
gteat word of moral passion falls upon his ear. The 
selfish heart listens to the message of the Cross un- 
touched by its grace. A whole community lies in 
seeming death under a fervent gospel. Then, sud- 
denly, unexpectedly, just when praying hearts were 
in despondent mood, the green blade of a new re- 
pentance and a new endeavor is seen, and the King- 
dom of God appears. 

That leads us to note that the seed grows under 
the laws and forces of God. It may not be true, it 
is in one sense most untrue, to say that all we have 
to do is to sow the seed. Every sower should also 
be areaper. But this is true, that when we sow we 
must depend, in meek patience and quiet faith, on 
the laws and forces of God, which always work with 
wise, earnest, humble sowing.* We should sleep, and 
rise night and day; we should fulfil life's daily duty, 
relying on the providence and grace of God, and on 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to liberate and to prop- 
agate the life in the seed, which is the word of God. 
The word is sinking into men’s hearts. It is germi- 
nating there. Events, vicissitudes, hopes, fears, a 
child's face, a friend's death, a touch of personal 
weakness, and, stranger still, the brooding thoughts 
ofthe heart, under God’s spirit, act upon some dor- 
mant word, and it strikes its roots into the conscience, 
and soon the green blade is seen, and we, wondering 
and ashamed, mark the growth of God’s Kingdom 
under his power. 

Jesus next bids us regard a truth which is often 
forgotten. Zhe growth of the Kingdom ts progres- 
sive, ‘First the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear.” We all need to learn to tarry the 
Lord’s leisure, even after the blade has appeared. 
We all forget that all growth is progressive, if it is 
healthy and strong, and that moral and spiritual 
progress is never hasty. ‘‘ Every virtne we possess” 
was first only a desire, then a crude and unripe fruit, 
and even yet may not be fit for the Master's table. 
The progress might be greater were we more entirely 
rielded up to Christ. There is no good reason for 
its slowness in many of us. But in the world we 
must not become despondent because it is ‘‘ first the 
blade.” ‘The chastities, the liberties, the lovalties to 
truth and purity, which Christ sowed, ripened in 
progressive stages. Private modesty, public honor, 
national righteousness, and international peace are 
only in the blade in some quarters. The world shall 
see the ripe corn in its season. 

Mark in aclosing word that ¢he sowing is to end 
in a harvest. ‘*The harvest is come.” There are 
discouraged men, sick at heart with the long continu- 
ing evil of the world, amazed at the Gominion of sin 
in their own souls, who ask themselves Christ’s often 
misinterpreted. question,‘ When the Son of man 


e realize why he added this 
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cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” Yes, 
Jesus shall reign. ‘‘ He shall deliver up the King- 
dom to God, the Father.” ‘*His word s not re- 
turn unto him void.” Deeper observers see, in purer 
manners, wiser laws, nobler ideals of life, a quick- 
ened public conscience, even in the discontent and 
unrest of the time, the ripening of the green blade 
into the ear. The yéars to come shall see yellower 
fields for the sickle than ours have seen. 
GLascow, SCOTLAND, 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.---On the same day as the two preceding 
lessons, in the autumn of A. D. 28. 
Place. —In and near Capernaum, probably 
‘*in the house.” 

The Kingdom of God.—This refers to the new rule 
of Christ, which comes from God (or heaven), and 
operates‘on the earth. In Matthew the earthly pro- 
gress and surroundings are presented; in Mark, its 
vitalenergy. It is not, therefore, strictly identical 
with the church, or Christendom. 

The Mustard Plant.—The plant referred to in the 
parable was the ordinary herb of that name, It 
grows wild in Palestine to a considerable height, and 
if cultivated would probably be higher. ‘* Mustard 
seed” was a proverbial term for something minute 
(Matt, 17 : 20).. ‘The objections raised to this view of 
the plant are due to failure to recognize the Oriental 
character of the imagery. 

The Three Parables.— These present: gradual 
growth, extensive growth, and pervasive effect. See 
below. 

The Purpose of These Parables.—Our Lord himself 
declares that his parables had a twofold purpose : to 
reveal and to conceal, to teach and to test (Matt. 13 : 
10-16; Mark 4: 11, 12). But if these parables were 
spoken in the house to his earnest disciples, who had 
‘‘ears to hear,’ the prominent purpose was to reveal. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Mark 4: 26.—A man: This probably represents 
human activity without any special reference. For 
verse 27 forbids applying.it to Christ, or even to his 
ministers. Nor is it necessary to interpret it specific- 
ally, since the parable emphasizes the growth of the 
seed, utting human activity into the background. 

' Verse 27. —Sleep and rise: Live as usual, without 
further. care of the seed sown.—He £noweth not how: 
‘* He” is emphatic, hence,cannot refer to Christ. 

Verse 28.—Beareth fruit of herself: The last 
phrase is a rendering of the Greek word from which 
‘‘automaton” is derived. The meaning is: inde- 
pendent of human agency. The growth is according 
to natural laws, which are established by God. The 
passage, as applied tospiritual things, forbids : expect- 
ing growth without any seed, taking out the seed to 
see how it grows (morbid introspection), trying to 
make the | ay according to our own notions.— 
First the blade, then the ear: Gradual growth is the 
law in the Kingdom, as in the field. 

Verse 29.— When the fruit is ripe: ** When the 
frnit alloweth” is more literal.—Putteth forth the 
sickle: The subject is the one who sowed the seed, 
but the emphasis is on the harvest, not on the reap- 
ers. ‘*Sendeth forth” suggests the agency of others. 
The main lesson is : Spiritual growth is independent 
of our agency, even though. we sow the good seed 
and reap the harvest. If a historical application is 
accepted, the growth refers to the development of 
the Kingdom, and the harvest to our Lord’s return. 

Verse 30.—How shall we liken: Opening a dis- 
cussion with a question was usual among the dows. 

Verse 31.—A grain of mustard seed: See above. 
— When it is sown: Matthew: ‘‘ Which a man took, 
and sowed in his field.” 

Verse 32.—Greater than all the herbs: Matthew 
adds: ‘‘becometh a tree.” The growth thus de- 
picted is not only rapid, but extensive, as was the 
case in the early centuries of Christianity.— So #hat 
the birds vA the heaven can lodge under the shadow 
thereof: Taken in itself, this is simply a detail 
showing the size of the plant. But in the applica- 
tion to the Kingdom of God, it is generally agreed 
that ‘‘the birds” represent the temporal interests 
that take advantage of the growth of Christianity for 
their own purpose, In the historical application, the 
most conspicuous example is that of, the temporal 
power in the days of Constantine. While this para- 
ble teaches patience, it more directly encourages hope. 

Matthew 13: 33.—Another. parable: This is the 
fourth in Matthew's series of seven.—Zeaven : In 
the Bible this usually (but not always) represents an 
evil influence. Hence some insist that this is the 
meaning here. But such a view makes the parable 
incongruous.—A woman; Probably without special 
significance, but necessary to carry out the figure.— 
Took, and hid: Both terms oppose the view that 
leaven is here a symbol of evil. The pervasive in- 
fluence here set forth is from without, and is placed 
in a mass of different character.— Three. measures A 
meal: Probably the usual amount in making bread. 
—A li leavened: This implies final success, ,, 

WeEstTeRN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lima Beans.— Zhe seed should spring up,... he 
knoweth not how (v.27). Until some scientific gentle- 
man with an alphabet after his name can tell us how 
seeds spring up, that other alphabeted scientific gentle- 
man who peek-geeks miracles is a good stock to laugh 
at. This thing of sticking an ordinary hard-and-white 
old lima bean down into the dead and mellow earth, 
and in a day or two going out into the garden and see- 
ing that sameold bean ready to-split its sides laughing 
at you from the top of a waxy stem,—well, talk about 
miracles! Then in a few more days we find the 
cedar-pole wrapped in a robe of living green. And 
in a little while longer this most delicious of vege- 
tables is upon the table. © succotash! What is 
flavoring and coloring water into wine, or making 
bread and fish more bread and fish, to the everyday 
miracie of the lima bean? Yes, Professor, aati eee 
get up on lima beans the old Book just as it stands 
is good enough for us. Think of a fellow refusing to 
plant because he didn’t understand the springing up. 


At Chicago.— First the blade (v. 28). First the 
architect, then the builder, and here we are snug and 
cosy. First a pattern, then a casting, and behold the 
coffee-mill. ‘‘If I could be a Christian like Uncle 
Billy Watson, I'd join church to-morrow.” Full corn 
in the ear in May. Well, hardly. Uncle Billy has 
been ripening into golden grain through many a storm 
and many aheat. I am writing this note at Chicago 
in the Opera House at a Chapman-Alexander noon- 
service. Alexander has just asked a fine-looking 
man in the audience to stand up and sing the verse. 
He did it splendidly. ‘t How long have you béen a 
Christian?” asked Alexander. ‘‘ Since I was eight.” 
‘* How old are you now?” ‘ Fifty-two.” ‘* Do you 
mind stating what you are?” ‘Purchasing agent 
of the Burlington Railroad." First the blade at 
eight and the full corn at fifty-two, If we can but 
a ia sprouted, Heaven will do the rest (1 Cor. 3: 
6, 7). 


Acorns.—/t ts like a grain of mustard-seed (v. 31). 
The big thing is always wrapped up in the little 
thing. The great Pennsylvania Railroad was in the 
little jerk-water line from Philadelphia to Columbia. 
The great department store was in the little’ shop 
with its one clerk. - Who would recognize the spread- 
ing mustard tree in the tiny seed, and who would see 
the big purchasing agent in ‘the eight-year-old Sun- 
day-school “kid '"?' Yet he was: there in the young- 
ster. Theré are three down-and-outers that I often 
name, a thief and two sots,— Jerry McAuley, Samuel 
Hadley, and Melvin Trotter. But what splendid 
trees! They were there all the time in the seed, and 
no one but God knew it (John 2: 25). Your soul can 
grow to a tree, lovely, useful, and beautiful. The 
seed lets God do it. The soul is the only living thing 
that won't let God doit. The seed has only an ear 
for God and its end is the tree. The soul’s end is as 
the soul wills. 


Still at Uncle Billy’s.— When the fruit is ripe,... 
he putteth forth the sickle (v. 29). It is an unalter- 
able law that when things are_ripe they will be har- 
vested. If mandoesn’t doit, nature will. In Germany 
when a tree is ripe the government says, ‘‘ Cut it.” 
In America it rots down. If Uncle Billy Watson 
should fail to put forth the sickle now, fack Frost 
and Old North Wind would attend to it a little later. 
And when you are ripe, you will be harvested too 
(Rev. 14: 18). Not all fruits ripen at the same 
age. Neitherdo humans, They saidof Jerry Buller, 
‘He is young in years, but old in iniquity.” His 
owner, Mr. Devil, harvested him in his twenties. 
Uncle Billy Watson, slow old farmer, says he is not 
going home until he hears the big clock on the bank 
strike 90!' Men with big hearts out on a farm ripen 
with best apples—late. Look at those dear old white- 
heads all through the congregation, —aren’t they 
splendid just before harvest! 


** Raising Things! °’—Zike unto leaven (Matt. 13: 
33). Have you ever noticed what happens when a 
real genuine Christian gets into a thing? When 
George Peterson stumbled into the Skinemquick 
Manufacturing Company, you may remember what 
a time there was. ‘Soon there was a new deal, and 
new men and all ‘‘crooks”’’ thrown out. George says 
he would never go through a thing like that again for 
all the money on earth. But he leavened it just the 
same. A good man will leaven a shop, store, or 
office. I was at a great factory. All the office heads 
dined with the president. I never was in such a 
Godless crowd from the president down. There was 
apparently but one Christian man in the company. 
The treasurer. Yes, the treasurer, mark you! They 
knew the kind of man they wanted to hold the 
money! They were teasing him about ‘prayer- 
meetings,” and I fancied then and learned afterward 
that he was the only man all the rest really regarded 
and respected. Had he stayed there he might have 
leavened the bunch. As it is, that concern is known 
in its trade as ‘‘a concern without conscience " (Prov. 
20. : 35 /88.3.2). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 21 (Mark 4 : 26-32; 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this depariment. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week, An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Christ as Absolute Monarch.— 7/y 4ing- 
dom come. Thy will be done (Golden Text). 
I remember at one of our testimony meetings 
a man got up and said he had got a great 
blessing at Keswick. They asked him, 
** What can you say about it?’’ ‘* Well,”’ 
he replied, ‘*I can say this: I was a Chris- 
tian before I came to Keswick, Christ was 
my King, but I am afraid he was a constitu- 
tional sovereign and I was prime minister. 
Now he is absolute Lord, and that has made 
the difference in my life and brought a bless- 
ing.”? Aye, that makes all the difference in 
the world. ‘* Make Jesus King,’’ ‘* Crown 
him Lord of all,’ and you will know the 
liberty of the glory of the sons of the King- 
dom.— lV. Hetherington, Plumstead, Eng- 
fand. Quotation ‘Jrous the Rev. W. E. 
Moore. 


The Christian’s Best Climate.— So is the 
kingdom of God, as if a man should cast 
seed upon the earth (v. 26). Evangelist 
E. B. Cornell preaches that ‘‘a Christian 
grows the best in the c/imaze in which he 
was born,—namely, at the foot of the cross,’’ 
And S. D. Gordon has said that the only safe 
place for us to be is low down, in the dust: 
then we cannot fall.—JA/rs. R. W. Lowe, Del- 
evan, N. Y, 


Harvested from Fifty-seven Pennies.— 
The seed should spring up and grow, he 
hknoweth not how (v. 27). When little 
Hattie May Wiatt came to a small Sunday- 
scheol and asked to be taken in, it was ex- 
plained there was no room for her. In less 
than two years she fell ill, and slipped away 
on her own little last pilgrimage, and no one 
guessed her strange little secret until be- 
neath her pillow was found a battered and 
torn pocketbook with fifty-seven pennies in 
it, wrapped about with a little scrap of paper 
on which was written, ‘‘To help build the 
little Temple bigger, so that more children 
can go there to Sunday-school,’’ Hattie 
was a poor little girl, and for two years 
she had worked and saved her pennies for 
the cause which was nearest her heart. The 
pastor told the touching incident to his con- 
gregation, and people began making dona- 
tions for the enlargement of the little church. 
The papers told it far and wide, and within 
five years those fifty-seven pennies had grown 
to be $250,000, and to-day, if you go to 
Philadelphia, you can see a great church 
there called the Baptist Temple, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 3,300, a Temple College 
where more than 1,400 students are accom- 
modated, a Temple Hospital, a Temple 
Sunday-school building so large that all the 
children who want to attend may come and 
be comfortable there. She was only a little 
girl with a little girl’s heart, but who can 
estimate the power of her ardor, her unsel- 
fishness, and her fifty-seven pennies ?— 4. H. 
Potts, Pittsburgh, Pa. From The Christian 
Herald, 


When Grandmother Taught the Bible.— 
First the blade, then the ear (vy, 28). A good 
grandmother, upon visiting the home of 
her daughter, found that her children had 
not been taught in the Scriptures. She at 
once began to remedy the deficiency. They 
were greatly interested in the Bible stories, 
as all children are, and one little boy of six 
was especially struck with that of Moses. 
Just after he had learned it, he attended 
church with the grandmother and heard 
the minister say something about Moses, 
‘*Grandmother,’? he whispered excitedly, 
‘*is that our Moses?’’ He was overjoyed 
to find that it was.—A/rs. R. W. Lowe, Del- 
evan, N. Y. From The Christian Herald. 


A Madras Church Saved.— Yet when it 
is sown, groweth up (v. 32). ‘* There is no 
use keeping the church open any longer ; 
you may as well give me the key,’’ said a 
missionary in Madras, as in the course of a 
journey he passed through a village where 
once so many of the natives had professed 
Christianity that a little church had been 
built for them. But the converts had fallen 
away, returned to their idols, and there re- 
mained faithful only one poor woman to 
whom the missionary was now speaking. 
‘*There is Christian worship in the village 
three miles off,’’ he added, noticing her sor- 


Matt. 13: 33) 


rowful look ;. ‘any one who wishes can go 
there.’’ ‘*Oh, sir,’’ she pleaded most earn- 
estly, ‘‘do not take away the key! I at 
least will still go daily to the church, and 
sweep it clean, and will keep the lamp in 
order, and will go on praying that God’s 
light may one day visit us again.’’ So the 
missionary left her the key, and presently 
the time came when he preached in that very 
church, crowded with penitent sinners — 
the harvest of the God-given faith of that 
one poor Indian woman,— WJ. Hart, D.D. 
Utica, N. Y. From The Treasury. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration, 


A Missionary’s Fruit.— }e7 
when it 1s sown, groweth up (vy. 32). Sher- 
wood Eddy, in ‘** India Awakening,’’ tells of 
a poor girl who has, worked for years as a 
stenographer. She offered to go to the for- 
eign field, but was rejected on account 
of her health, Since then she has been 
saving her money, supporting native work- 
ers at thirty dollars per year. ‘There is 
a community in Northern India where there 
are more than a thousand souls who have 
been brought to Christ by this one frail girl 
—a thousand who have passed ‘‘ out of dark- 
ness into His marvelous light’? because one 
girl cared! Mr. Eddy asks his readers the 
question, ‘‘ How many are in the light be- 
cause of what you have dene? °--Jontate 
Rokhrback, Washington, D. C, 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Forty-eight places will be visited during the 
year. ‘The forty-eight stereographs (or lesson 
pictures) of the places cost $8; if ordered at 
one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will 
be given free. 

‘Those already owning the stereographs used 
with the Uniform Lessons in 1911 need order 
only thirty-nine for 1912, as certain places 
visited last year are to be revisited in 1912. 
Those already owning the stereographs for 
both 1910 and 1911 need order only twenty- 
nine for 1912. Twelve places are visited dur- 
ing this third quarter of 1912 ; the twelve stereo- 
graphs cost $2. (Owners of the 1910 material 
need order only ten for this quarter. Owners 
of both 1910 and 1911 material need order only 
six for this quarter.) ‘The four for July cost 67 
cents..- Less than four in one order cost 20 
cents each. ‘The stereoscope, through which 
the pictures (stereographs) are seen in vivid 
lifelikeness, is 85 cents. Postage or express is 
prepaid. Orders should be sent to The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 103t Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


S Jxesus Saw BreaAD MapE.—When 
ome ape pe the growth of the 
ingdom of heaven to the working of 

yeast in dough, he used an illustration that 
was familiar to everybody among his hearers. 
We to-day may watch a Syrian housekeeper 
making bread if we visit a modern home 
about three hours’ journey north of Jeru- 
salem. Our Judea map marks the spot 28. 
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You find yourself in a ‘‘ court,’’ or roof- 
less, open space, with house walls of stone 
all around. The one small window in sight 
is an oblong opening without glass. The 
room to which it belongs must be incon- 
veniently dark (Luke 15 : 8). Syrian women 
do their housework in the court, where they 
can have light. 

There are three women here, one of 
them kneeling on the ground before a large 
pan full of dough and kneading a part 
in her hands and shaping it ready for the 
oven, beyond her. That is a hard-dried 
mass of clay with a hollow in the middle 
and an opening at the top to let out smoke. 
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When she wishes to bake she builds a wood 
fire inside the oven, and keeps it burning 
long enough to make the interior hot. The 
embers (or a part of them) are swept out, 
and the dough is laid in place to cook. 

‘The fact that the Master used sucha 
familiar thing as bread to point his meaning 
made it much surer that ple would re- 
member what he said and think it over after- 
ward, It must have been a comfort to them 
afterward to have the very process of bread- 
making remind them that the kingdom must 
come gradually. His kingdom was not 
meant to come suddenly by force; but the 
faithful love of human souls must spread and 
grow until love shall transform the earth. 

(Use a_ stereograph entitled ‘‘ Bread- 
making in the court of a Syrian home.’’) 


x 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
yrout 


TRAIGHTWAY ke putteth forth the 
sickle (Mark 4: 29). The expression 

**he putteth forth’’ describes the ac- 

tion. The harvester, kneeling down, reaches 
out with his left arm and collects an armful 
of stalks, and while he holds them as taut 
as possible he gets behind them with the 
curved point of the sickle and cut through 
the bunch of stalks by drawing the sickle 
toward him. ‘The harvesting season, first 
of barley, and about a month later that. of 
wheat, extends from April to July, according 
to the elevation of the ground, ‘The latter 
rain’’ ceases about the end of April, and 
after that cloudless skies with increasing sun 
heat mark the advancing summer. The 
ripening of the grain is thus a very uniform 
process, and whatever resembles it in this 
respect must have a very distinct and definite 
course. The unexpected may, however, 
happen even here, and from two causes,— 
the latter rain being below the average 
amount, or from a visitation of locusts ; and 
the latter often follows the former. Hence 
even such a uniform process as the ripening 
of the grain furnishes an Oriental proverb of 
cautious humility: ‘*The estimate of the 


growing crop is not always that of the thresh- 


ing-floor.’’ 

Lt is like a grain of mustard seed (v. 31). 
When Orientals want to emphasize the small- 
ness of anythig, they usually compare it to 
the head of a pin, canary-seed, or mustard- 
seed. On the plain beside the Lake of 
Galilee the heads of the mustard-plants reach 
above the saddle as one rides through them, 
and clouds of small birds—-linnets, larks, 
finches and sparrows—rise twittering in the 
air. 

Till it was all leavened (Matt. 13 : 33). 
Again the time is definite, as in the case of 
the wheat and barley, which can be left 
standing through rainless, sunny days until 
the grain is ripe and iry—‘ white unto the 
harvest.’ After the leaven has been kneaded 
into the dough, the batch is covered with a 
thick cloth and set aside for several hours, 
according to the temperature of the season, 
The prepared and raised dough is divided 
into balls, arranged on a tray, and is thus 
sent to the public oven, where the baker 
flattens each ball into a loaf or scone, to be 
fired in the quick oven heated by thorn and 
wood ashes, If this be done too soon the 
bread is heavy and tough; if too long de- 
layed, it is over-raised and sour, 
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One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells 


WONDERFUL TREE. —The lesson com- 
pares the kingdom of God to a large 
bush or tree. It will be interesting 

for the teacher and class to draw out the 
comparison at length, in the following way : 

The teacher will draw a tree on a large 
sheet of paper. No artistic skill is needed ; 
in fact, an artistically drawn tree would not 
be so well suited to the diagram that is de- 
sired as a tree drawn in a more mechanical 
fashion. You will need to show the roots 
in thesoil, the trunk, and then the branches, 
large and small. 

Place this before the class, take a piece of 
black crayon, and tell the class that they are 
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to name for you the different parts of the 
most wonderful tree in all the world, the 
Kingdom Tree. 

Print upon the trunk, ‘‘ Kingdom of God.”’ 
Ask the class to tell you what they under- 
stand by ‘‘ the kingdom of God,’’ 

What is the soil in which the kingdom 
grows? The heartsof men. Quote Christ’s 
saying, ‘*The kingdom of God is within 
you.’’ Print on the soil around the roots, 
** Human hearts,’’ 

What are the roots of the kingdom, by 
which it takes hold of human hearts and 
consciences? The words of Christ. Print 
**Christ’s words’’ across the roots in the 
picture, - 

Now we come to the branches. What 
are the largest ones? The denominations, 
Have the pupils name all the denominations 
they can, ‘** Presbyterian, Methodist, Bap- 
tist, Congregationalist, Lutheran, Disciple, 
Episcopal, etc., and print each name along 
one of the largest branches. 

What are the smaller branches? The sep- 
arate churches. Think how many there 
are! The pupils will name some of them— 
their own church, and churches near by, 
and you will print these names along some 
of the smaller branches. 

What are the branches still smaller, lead- 
ing off from the larger branches? They are 
the Sunday-schools, the prayer-meetings, 
the young people’s societies, the temperance 
societies, the missionary societies, the Y. M. 
C. A.’s, the W.C. T. U., and many other 
organizations, Print along the smallest 
branches as many of these names as the 
pupils will dictate. 

Finally, what are the twigs of the great 
tree? ‘They are the individual Christians, 
Taking one of the small branches, print on 
its twigs the first names of the pupils of your 
class, or at least the initials of those names. 

This being completed, remove the draw- 
ing, and see whether your pupils remember 
what is on it.° 

AUBURNDALE, MAss, 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesso<..— Our Father, 


we thank thee that thy kingdom is not unknown 
among men, and that thy government of love 
and righteousness is ‘ever winning the world to 
wider allegiance to thee, through thy Son Jesus 
Christ. May we not stand outside the gates, 
or remain indifferent to the claims and privi- 
leges and duties of thy rule upon the earth, 
Great indeed is our condemnation if we who 
have known so much of thy Son, the Christ, 
should render only a grudging and scant obedi- 
ence to him. Forbid that we should in any way 
by our sin check the growth of the kingdom in 
our own souls, or its spread in glad news of sal- 
vation to others. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Get some of the 
smallest séeds you can find, and specimens 
of the fruit or foliage that springs from the 
seed. Keep the fruit out of sight, but when 
the school comes to order, pour from one 
hand to the other, without a word, some of 
the fine seed, back and forth several times, 
until you have full attention, ‘Then ask the 
school to guess what the seed is. 

We had a lesson last Sunday on seed and 
soil—how many kinds of soil? Yes, four, 
What were the kinds? And to-day a lesson 
on seed, as helping us to understand more 
about the kingdom of God on the earth. 

This seed that I have is very small indeed, 
but it grows large fruit [here display the 
fruit]. So it is with the coming of the con- 
trol, or rule, or kingship, or kingdom of 
God into our lives. Something that some 
one tells us about God is planted in our 
minds. God is a little more real, a little 
nearer to us. Christ grows more real. He 
lives in us; he becomes our Lord and King 
in all things,—our very life. And that small 
beginning has come to mean everything to 
us. The fruit of that seed is very wonder- 
ful, and lovely, and so much greater than 
the little seed at the beginning. 





MALL (@ROWN 
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But is this growth true in our lives to-day ? 
Shall that which was sown here in the 
teaching to-day be allowed to increase into 
the fulness of Christ that is God’s purpose 
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for our lives? May this indeed be so for 
every one of us! 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Christ for the world we sing."’ 

** Fling out the banner ! let it float."’ 

** From Greenland's icy mountains."’ 

“Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad 
morning.”’ 

** Jesus shall reign where’er the sun."” . 

= 4 eg speed away on your mission 

i t."’ 
“ The metling light is breaking.”’ 
‘* Watchman, tell us of the night." 


Psalm 80 : 5-8 (163 : 1, 5-8). 
Psalm 72 : 8-12 {ras : 1-5). 
Psalm 128 : 1-4 71, 2). 
Psalm 92°: 11-14 (187 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 22 : 17-19 (42 : 1-3). 


| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EVIEW.—A crowd gathered on the 

shore of a beautiful blue lake to listen 

to a wonderful teacher. He sat in a 

boat quite near, Ile had told them one 

story about ** The Seed and the Soil.’’ Like 

children, they were not satisfied, but wanted 
another ; so he told several more. 








‘*O, L love to think of Jesus as he sat beside 
the sea, 
Where the waves were only murmuring on 
the strand ; 
How he sat within the boat on the silver 
waves afloat 
While he taught the waiting people on the 
land."’ 


Before I tell you the néw story I want you 
to tell me what you remember about ‘ the 
seed and four kinds, of soil,’ (Let four 
children ‘describe these.) Did you ever 
think how many different kinds of children 
there are in God’s family? God’s Word 
will teach them all how to live, but some one 
must put God's Word in theit hearts before 
it can grow and bear fruit in their lives. 
That is. why we say, ** The Seed is the Word 
of God,”’ 

Lesson Teaching.—God’s kingdom grows 
strong and spreads like seeds. That is why 
we pray, ‘Thy king ‘oni come, thy will, be 
done.’’ 

Introduction, — Country children will be 
familiar with real harvesting. City children 
will need some suggestions. Show apicture 
of a field of grain and a harvest scene. 
Mention the hard work and the joy of the 
harvest. Emphasize what the grain harvest 
méans to us, and compare with the famine 
conditions in China and India, Enough grain 
grows somewhere to feed the whole world if 
rightly distributed. Repeat God’s promise 
(Gen, 8: 22). 

Lesson Story.—What makes the harvest ? 
Jesus told about the seeds and how wonder-. 
fully they grow. Somebody must plant the 
seeds, or the wind must scatter them, or 
birds carry them, 


‘* Shiny brown seed, tiny brown seed, 
Into the opp you must go ; 
Out of the ligtit,—you need not fear,— 
Mother Earth's waiting below. 
If we would have lovely flowers and fruit, 
Surely the seed we must sow, ° 
Scattering near, scattering far, 
Raindrops will help you to grow.” 
(Song Leaflet. Margaret Coote Brown, Buffalo, 
N. ¥; 5 cents. Also in Carols.) 

From seeds of grain tiny green’ blades 
like grass push through the ground; they 
grow stronger and taller until they are as 
high as your heads. On each good stalk the 
heavy heads of grain grow until ripe. Unless 
the farmer harvests them at the right time the 
heads bend over and the grain drops to the 
‘ ground, so the farmer cuts und binds it into 
bundles, and threshes out the grain to make 
oatmeal and bread for people, or grain for 
horses and. cattle. 

Only God knows why seeds grow, Silently 
but surely they og their roots down into 
the earth and their stalks up to the light. 
The farmer’s part is to plow and plant his 
field of grain. . Then he must leave it-alone 
while God does his part, which is most won- 
derful. Jesus said the seeds grow while the 
farmer sleeps and while he goes about his 
other work. The farmer watches for the 
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tiny blades of green. This is the way they 
grow, ‘‘first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full grain in the ear.” 

Long ago they used to harvest grain by 
cutting it with a sickle, packing it in bun- 
dies, and beating out the ripe grain. Now 
great harvest machines do the work. 

Before eating we should always thank 
God for his part in giving us our food. Re: 
peat: 

** God is great and God is good, 
And ag thank him for our food. 
By his hand we all are fed ; 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread.” 


When we see a. loaf of bread I wish we 
all might think of this pretty verse : 


‘* Back of the loaf the snowy flour, 
Back of the flour the mill, 
Back of the mill the wheat and the shower, 
*The‘sun, and the Father's will.” 
(Sunday School Hymns, No.2. Tullar & Meredith, 
25 cents,) 2 


Perhaps Jesus thought about the yeast 
that makes the bread rise, for he told an- 
other story that day about the leaven, or 
yeast, which a woman stirred in the meal, 

Jesus wanted his kingdom to spread’ like 
that over all the world. He had taught his 
friends to pray, ‘* Thy kingdom come,’’ It 
must grow in the hearts of people who love 
God’s Word, Jesus said it would grow like 
the mustard seed, so little at first, but strong 
and large enough for birds to find shelter 
under its branches. We can help it to grow 
by sending God’s Word to places where it is 
not known, nee started one church with 
his few disciples, Now there are thousands 
all over the world. 

Hand-work,—Let each.child draw some- 
thing to represent a field of grain, The 
older ones may draw seeds, growing grain, 
a sack of flour, and a loaf of bread, or the 
children may write, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come.’’ 

Cuicaco, IL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


ID your mother ever use yeast cakes ? 
Explain about yeast, its’ growth and 
action, Note that it ferments the 

particles of sugar that touch it. In Jesus’ 
day, instead of yeast cakes, what was used ? 

One day, I imagine, Jesus’ disciples were 
discouraged about the slow growth of the 
Kingdom. Perhaps they thought it was not 
growing at all, Then Jesus called their at- 
tention to three growing things, desiring 
them to read from each the way his kingdom 
was growing. Can you name those three 
things ? ' 

Then we wrote: The Kingdom of Heaven 
is growing like 

1. Corn, —because 

2. Mustard-seed,—because 

3. Leaven,—-because 

We noted that growth was development, 
and that the harvester desired fruit. We 
discussed the mustard-seed, and noted some 
‘*mustard-seeds’’ that had grown to great 
proportions ; for example, the Haystack Mis- 
sionary Prayer-meeting and Wesley’s Holy 
Club at Oxford. We noted that the girls 
might form a ‘‘leaven legion,’’ the object of 
which was to silently affect every one they 
touched by their Christian character. 

We pray daily, ‘*‘Thy kingdom come.”’ 
Where must it come first? Let us finda 
message to our -own hearts from the grain. 
Our power will develop as we use, to our 
fullest ability, the faith we already possess, 
Fruit must be the evidence of our develop- 
ment in daily life, 

From the mustard-seed we found the mes- 
sage that we must not scorn little beginnings, 
nor can we estimate the. future work of a 
girl whose first attempt is faltering and weak. 

From the legven we learned the possibili- 
ties and responsibility of silent influence. 
We cannot always see growth from without. 

No girl, therefore, need become dis- 
couraged. Growth may be slow, it may be 
unseen, it may seem to have such a little 
chance, yet the kingdom of heaven 7s grow- 
ing. Remember the grain, the mustard- 
seed, and the leaven. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson. 


Read Matthew 13 : 24-30. .Why were 
the tares allowed to remain ? 

Read Matthew 13 : 36-43. What is the 
explanation of the ‘*wheat,’’ ‘*tares,’’ 
*“enemy,’’ ‘‘ reapers,’ ** harvest ’’? 





Memorize Matthew 8 $ Fon What are 
tares? Who are tares in rist’s harvest- 
field to-day? (v. 41.) 


Read Matthew 13 : . Notice when 
the tares were plainly distinguished? Why 
did the enemy select tares to plant? What 


finally became of the wheat and the tares? 
Read 1 Corinthians 8: 9-13. Why were 

*¢ stumbling-blocks ’’ counted as ‘*‘tares’’? 
PHILADELPHIA, 


My Class of Boys 
By Philip E. Howard 


RING to the class a flower full blown, 
When you are ready to begin the les- 
son teaching ask the boys to tell you 

the various things that made that flower 
grow. Earth, sunlight, water, and some- 
body’s care. But there is a mystery about 
it yet. I can take this stone [show a pebble] 
and put it in good earth, water it, cultivate 
it, and what comes of it? Of course. What 
has the flower seed that the stone hasn’t? 
Life. 

Now here is a common potato. Tom, get 
out your knife and cut into this.. It sezms 
about the same all the way through. But 
there is something there that no knife can 
find, no chemicals solve, no microscope dis- 
cover—and that something is, what? Yes, 
life. 

Now I want to show you something else. 
Here: is a‘ book ‘called ‘* Down in- Water 
Street.’’ It was written by a man named 
S. Il. Hadley, who was at one time a drunk- 
ard, He was saved from his sins, and began 
to lead other men to Christ. Look at these 
pictures. I’ll cover the one on the right for 
a moment [turn to the ‘*Old Colonel ’’ illus- 
tration]. es, just an old bum is what most 
of us might think, But back of the rags 
and dirt, and the poor wasted wreck of a 
body, there is something that God can touch 
into growth —the life that he gave, and 
which only he can give. Now when yousee 
this other picture, of the ‘*Mew Colonel,’’ 
you will see how the kingdom, the rule, or 
reign of God in a human soul can bear fruit 
in a changed life. , [Tell now the story of 
the old colonel and his ctiy 

The flower did not grow itself into beauty 
and fragrance, The dull, common potato 
did not grow itself up out of the earth. The 
drunkard did not himself give himself man- 
hood again. After all, we are not so very 
wonderful, These selves of ours are help- 
less. That is where the kingdom shows 
itself forth, in helpless, sin-smitten lives. 
Boys, let’s not get into the way of thinking 
that a self-made man is anything great. A 
little bit of the kindgdom of God in your life 
and mine is infinitely better than a ton of 
self, which only stands in the way. 

Now how can you tell when a man isa 
good citizen of our town? Yes, he obeys 
the laws, is fair to other people, doesn’t live 
selfishly, pays his taxes, helps along what- 
ever helps the town, takes part in good 
causes,—church, Y. M. C. A., and other 
good work. How can you know a good 
citizen of the Kingdom of God? Yes, he 
obeys God, and is loyal to him. And if he 
is a good citizen of that Kingdom will he 
probably be worthy in the town life? Of 
course he will. 

Well, let’s check up our own lives, boys. 
Anything there that makes others ask where 
we do stand, anyhow? We can live through 
Christ’s indwelling so that folks will know 
by our square dealing, our clean words and 
deeds, and our readiness to help others, that 
we belong to the Kingdom for the coming 
of which we pray in the Lord’s Prayer. 

I wonder #f any of us. would feel out of 
place if the Kingdom of God were just now 
to come into full power‘around here? If so, 
let’s be whole-hearted about our loyalty 
from now on, Sam Hadley, and the Old 
Colonel, and thousands besides have proved 
that Christ can make this possible and real. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. What is meant by ‘‘tares’’? 

2. Do you think we ought, or ought not, to 
keep ourselves apart from persons who are 
openly or secretly wicked? Why do you 
think as you do? 

3. Does it seem natural to you, or not, 
that the righteous and unrighteous should 
some time be separated? Why? 

4. Commit to memory verses 37 to 39? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Growth of the Kingdom (Mark 4 : 
26-32; Matt. 13 : 31-33). 


HAT there was a particular reason why 
Jesus began to use parables is sug- 
ested by more than one phrase in this 
general report of the delivery of the parables 
by the lake shore, According to Matthew 
13 :,10 the disciples were rather surprised 
by his method, but whether because he used 
it for the very first time in their experience 
of his teaching or because he began to make 
a more marked use of parables than was his 
wont, is not wholly clear, 

Several reasons can be given for the use of 
parables, any one of which deserves consid- 
eration and might well have figured in the 
mind of Jesus. One natural reason is their 
attractiveness. An Eastern audience loves a 
story and will listen, under almost any cir- 
cumstances, to one well told. Like other 
teachers of his day, Jesus made use of the 
parable to open the ears of his audience to 
the truths he wished them to ponder. 

Another reason, more puzzling, was their 
blindness. Receptive minds lay hold of a 
parable and ponder over it, deducing the 
vital truth which it was intended to convey. 
Minds «vhich are hostile or indifferent may 
hear the story and get no more, The truth 
seeker is given a vision; those of opposite 
mind are not forced into an attitude of re- 
jection, 

A parable does not-need to be fully com- 
prehended at once. It may have varied 
meanings, varying with the experience of the 
one who keeps the story in mind, It is u#- 
forgettable and permanent, with a lesson for 
every phase of a growing life. 

The parable habit is one worth forming. 
It means the spiritualizing of one’s common 
experiences, realizing their lesson of the 
watchful, loving care of our Heavenly Father, 
of. the onward growth of his kingdom, and of 
the exceeding value of our relationship with 
him. This habit can transform the darkest 
life and give it illumination. 

The disciples needed these parables. no 
less than the multitude, and particularly such 
parables as these which we consider to-day, 
setting forth the growth of the kingdom. 
They were impatient; they were filled with 
the popular Messianic. expectation ;. they 
looked for a kingdom which should, at the 
will of Jesus, be suddenly and: fully estab- 
lished. Jesus had to displace these ideas 
with others more in accordance with the 
facts. We may imagine the Twelve wonder- 
ing to themselves why there was so great a 
discrepancy between the assertions of Jesus 
about the all-comprehending kingdom of 
heaven, and the realities. They formed, 
after all, but a handful, uninfluential, bitterly 
criticized and opposed. When was the king- 
dom to come! 

Jesus gives three telling illustrations, which 
set forth the real nature of the growth of the 
kingdom of God on earth. It is like the 
silent, natural but steady growth of produce 
in the field from seeding time until harvest ; 
it is like the astonishing result of sowing a 
tiny grain of mustard seed and producing a 
tree,—mere smallness of beginning does not 
signify the result to be attained ; it is like the 
gradual diffusion of the leavening effect in 
flour. Each disciple makes a disciple of the 
one next to him, Under such circumstances 
who can be daunted by small begirinings? 
Spiritual results are as sure and as real as 
those of the world of nature. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. - 








july 15 to 21 


F FAMILY worship is worth anything it 
is worthy of preparation. Such prepara- 
tion may be brief, but more real mean- 

ing will be given, and greater force, if the 
leader has a distinct objective in his own 
heart and faith as he conducts the worship 
of those gathered about him. A careless, 
slovenly manner which bespeaks the neces- 
sity rather than the enjoyment of such a 
service is contagious, very quickly lowering 
the standard of worship, and the blessed 
custom degenerates into a mere forceless 
form. Children..see the form of godliness, 
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' observation. 


LESSON FOR JULY 21. (Mark 4 : 26-32; Matt. 13 : 33) 


but the power of it is denied. Frequently 
we have seen éven grown-up Children re- 
quest a father to ‘‘make prayers brief this 
morning.’? We have even he such re- 
marks as ‘‘ Don’t pray too long, father ’’; 
** May we ane ideah in this morning ?”’ 
or * Let us roug ers.’? 

If this voir is oondacied aright, with 
sufficient th and reality of interest, such 
sentiments will never be expressed nor felt. 
A few direct, well-chosen words touchin 
vitally the need of the day and the relation 

each life, with an occasional personal peti 
tion which is not overdrawn or indelicate, 
will deepen the impression and value of the 
service, and perpetually bless the home, 


Mon.—Mark: 4 : 26-32; Matt. 13 : 33. 
The Growth of the Kingdom. 

The silent unseen growth of life is the 
natural growth. Forced development leads 
to weakness and frequently destroys perpetu- 
ity. The Kingdom of God cometh not with 
A perfected life is not the 
work of a moment, but of a generation. 
Salvation is the work of a moment. Growth, 
the work of a lifetime. 


‘ O thou Saviour of mankind, we thank thee 
that when thou wast called to ascend on high 
thou didst appoint to thy blessed Spirit the 
work of completing our growth. We thank 
thee that thy kingdom is an everlasting and 
ever-growing kingdom, May we share the 
work and responsibility of its growth, For 
thy sake. Amen, 


Tues.—i Kings 19: 1-14. Not by Force, ~ 

What a wonderful place to learn a great 
lesson. In the wilderness of Mt. Horeb and 
alone with God. The hurricane smote the 
mountain, tearing down: the rock. The 
earth quaked, then the fire, but God was in 
none of them. ° Afterward.‘ the still small 
voice,’’? ‘* What doest thou here, Elijah?’’ 
‘Go, return.’? Life’s lessons must be 
learned in service. 


O thou who art the God of all nature, 
may we hear thy still small voice at al] times 
bidding us back to duty. May no lonely 
revered spot of, communion substitute for 
thy presence in places of prominent need. 
Give us the courage of Elyah and save us 
Jrom his discouragement, Amen, 


Wed.—Micah 4: 1-8. By Moral: influence, 

Just as the strength, of a life is in one’s 
moral control and character, so it is with 
nations, No nation is stronger than the 
moral character of its citizens. The influ- 
ence of the Kingdom of Christ is dependent 








Dubious 
About What Her Husband Would Say 


A Michigan woman tried Postum be- 
cause coffee disagreed with her and her 
husband. ‘Tea is just as harmful as 
coffee, because it contains caffeine—the 
same drug found in coffee. She writes: 

‘*My husband was sick for three he 
with catarrh of the bladder, and palpita- 
tion of the heart, caused by coffee. Was 
‘unable to work at all and in bed part of 
the time. 

‘‘I had stomach trouble, was weak 
and fretful, so I could not attend to m 
housework—both of us using coffee all 
the time and not realizing it was harmful, 

‘‘One morning the grocer’s wife said 
she believed coffee was the cause of our 
trouble and advised Postum. I took it 
home, rather dubious what my husband 
would say—he was fond of coffee. 

‘‘ But I took coffee right off the table, 
and we haven’t used a cup of it since. 
You should have seen the change in us. 
and now my husband never complains 
of heart palpitation any more. My stom- 
ach trouble went away in two weeks 
after I began Postum. y children love 
it and it does them good, which can’t be 
said of coffee. 

‘‘A lady visited us who was usually 
half sick. I told her I’d make her a cup 
of Postum. She said it was tasteless 
stuff, but she watched me make it, 
boiling it thoroughly for fifteen minutes, 
and when done she said it was splendid.” 
Long boiling brings out the flavor and 
food quality. Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look in pkgs. for the famous little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





upon the moral worth of his followers, For 
us to live must be for Christ to live. 

We praise thee, thou God of nations, that 
the glory and honor of the nations shall 
some time be thine. That some time the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
established in the top of the mountains. We 
thank thee that even now the lands of dark- 
ness are refraining from war, tilling their 
fields, and building schoolhouses and hos- 


& | pitals, In thy name. Amen, 


Thurs.—Zech. 4: 1-10. Obstacles Overcome. 

The blessing of obstacles is evident to all 
who have striven for victory. Without them 
we depend on self. With them we learn to 
depend on God, Zerubbabel laid the foun- 
dation of the restoration temple, and with 
God’s help would finish it. The church, or 
life, without difficulties does not test God’s 
help, 

May we, O God, learn the victory of faith 
with joy and confidence, With James may 
we say, ** Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation.”’ May we be the inheritors of 
thy kingdom because we overcome. May 
none of us ever despise the day of small 
things, nor difficulties, but ever depend on 
thee. Amen, 


Fri.—Matt. 20: 1-16. Laborers in the Kingdom. 

It is not possible for us to judge aright the 
affairs and experiences of human life. Seem- 
ing impartiality will all be cleared up when 
we know divine purposes, Of this we may be 
sure, our God does all things well, and the 
compensations he regulates with divine wis- 
dom and infinite love. 


Our loving Father, may we never doubt 
thy wisdom or love tf life’s rewards and com- 
pensations seem unequal, May we learn to 
feel grateful that others have gifts and re- 
wards withheld from us. May we ever be 
loyal and obedient without thought of re- 
sults. In thy name, Amen, 


Sat.—Mark 9 : 38-50. Tolerance among Workers, 
Nothing helps the kingdom’s advance more 
than a Christlike spirit of harmony and con- 
fidence. The sectarian spirit did not and 
does not exist in Christ, The man casting 
out demons in his name was not to be forbid- 
den because he followed not the apostles, 
Let us encourage all who sincerely cerve the 
Master, and pray and work with them. 


May none of us be so loyal to our partic- 
ular church or creed that we are disloyal to 
thy kingdom, O Lord; hasten the day when 
all who serve thee shall work together for 
the advancement of thy kingdom, We thank 
thee for the present co-operation of thy fol- 
lowers at home and abroad. In thy namie. 
Ann. 


Sun.—John 13: 12-20. Condition of Leadership. 

The place of humility was shown by the 
Master to be the place of honor. We are 
so anxious to be known in the accomplish- 
ment of great things for God. He was eager 
to do the humblest task that he might be the 
servant of all. We sometimes look with dis- 
dain upon that word ‘‘servant.’’ Jesus 
Christ loved it. 


Dear Lord and Master, may we learn this 
blessed lesson of service and humility. We 
truly know these things, but thou hast said, 
** Happy are ye if ye do them.’’ May we 
gain thy spirit by doing the little things of 
life with great love and for a great Master, 
in his dear name, Amen, 








| Children at Home 





The G. V. S. 
By Emily Rose Burt 


ze ET’S ask Aunt Edith!” 
From downstairs Elsie’s voice 
rose, not a bit crossly but very high 
and loud. It reached Aunt Edith’s ears, and 
she laid aside her work and started for the 
hall. 

** What is it you are going to ask Aunt 
Edith? ’’ she laughed, appearing in the door 
of the playroom. 

Elsie and Mabel looked surprised. 

‘* Why, how did you know we wanted to 
ask you something, Aunt Edith? ’’ 

** When little girls talk as loud as you did 
just now, people can’t very well help hearing 
what they say,’’ said Aunt Edith. “I wish 
we could have gentler voices, dears, We 





_ THE SUNDAY, SCHOOL TIMES 


are none of us deaf, you know; so you don’t 
heed to raise your tones.’’ 

Elsie and Mabel looked a little bit ashamed. 

** But come,’’ said Aunt Edith, *‘ cheer 
up! What were you going to ask me?”’ 

** About a club, Aunt Edith,’’ said Elsie 
and Mabel together, ‘* We want a club or 
society, just we two and you, and we want 
badges with initials on ’em an’ an object an’ 
aname, Dp you s’pose you’d help us?” 

**T shouldn’t wonder a bit if I could,’’ 
said Aunt Edith gaily, and an idea popped 
into her mind that very minute, 

The result of that thinking was a great 
deal of excited whispering, and cutting of 
pink paper and printing with India ink. 

The next day, Elsie and Mabel and Aunt 
Edith each wore, pinned to her dress, a 
ase paper heart which had on it in black 
etters, ‘*G. V. S.”’ 

Everybody in the family wondered what it 
meant, of course, and there were many 
guesses, 

Dick said it meant ‘Girls’ Vanity Soci- 
ety,” and anyway he knew ‘*G”’ was for 
‘*girls,’’? Father thought it meant, ‘‘Girls’ 
Village Society.’? Uncle Harry who was 
athletic, said it was, ** Get Vigorous Soon.”’ 
Mother decided that ‘*G”’ stood for ‘‘ give.’’ 

At every guess Elsie and Mabel only 
laughed and said “‘ No,’’ but it was notice- 
able that they said it softly, and looked at 
Aunt Edith slyly. They seemed to be get- 
ting great fun out of their society, and every 
little while, at first, one of them would be 
sure to say to the other *‘G. V. S.”’ 

Pretty soon mother noticed that they said 
it just after either one spoke loudly, or if 
either one started to talk in a high key. She 
noticed, too, that when they were playing, 
she did not need to have the doors to the 
playroom and hall both shut, to keep their 
voices from waking baby. 

‘**T think I can guess what your ‘G. V. S.’ 
means,’’ she whispered to Elsie and Mabel 
that night, ‘* but I won’t tell any one.’’ 

**Oh, we'd just as soon you’d know, 
mother dear,’’ said Elsie, ‘only we thought 
it would be fun to have you guess, first. And 
now what do you think it is?”’ 

‘** If it has anything to do with the dear lit- 
tle gentle voices I have been hearing all 
day,’’ said mother, ‘‘ I would guess that ¢ G. 
V. S.’ stands for *Gentle Voice Society,’ ”’ 

Was she right in her guess ? 


SALEM, Mass, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, July 21, 1912 
Christian Common Sense 
(Prov. 4: 1-9). . 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON,—Listen to the wise (Prov. 13 : 13- 
20). 
TUES.—Profit by mistakes (1 Cor. 10 : 5-12). 
WED.—Learn by example (Rom. 15 : 4, 5). 
‘THUR.—Trust one that knows (Prov. 4: 
* 20-27). 
Fri.—Listen when God speaks (Heb. 2: 


1-4). 
SaT.—Shun all evil (1 ‘Thess. 5 : 14-23). 











Where may we find the truest wiedom ? 
How do anger and sin destroy common 


sense? 
Give one instance of common sense exercised. 


ENERAL Armstrong’s last memoran- 
dum, found prc, fo apers after his 
death, contained the following para- 

graph : 

In the school the great thing is not to quar- 
rel ; to pull all together ; to refrain from hasty, 
unwise words and actions ; to unselfishly and 
wisely seek the best good of all; and to get 
rid of workers whose temperaments are unfor- 
tunate—whose heads are not level; no mat- 
ter how much knowledge or culture they may 
have. 

It is men and women of good sense who 
are wanted in foreign missions as well as 
home. Bishop Patteson asked for this kind 
of men :— 

Earnest, bright, cheerful fellows, without 
that notion of ‘* making sacrifices”’ etc., so 
perpetually occurring to their minds, would 
be invaluable. You know the kind of men, 
who have got rid of the conventional notion 
that more self-denial is needed for a mission- 
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ary than fora sailor or soldier, who are sent 
anywhere and leave home and country for 
years, and think nothing of it because they 

**on duty.’’ Alas! we don’t read our or- 

ination vows, A fellow with a healthy, ac 
tive tone of mind, plenty of enterprise and 
some enthusiasm, who makes the best of ev- 
erything, and, above all, does not think him- 
self better than other people because he is 
engaged in mission work—that is the fellow 
we want. I assume, of course, the existence 
of sound religious principle as the greatest 
qualification of all. 

A great deal of religious doubt flows from 
a want of common sense, Men say that faith 
is unreasonable, when as a matter of fact we 
cannot live or reason without faith, and a 
grain of true common sense applied to their 
view would show such men that faith is not 
only reasonable, but absolutely indispensable. 
The only question is whether any particular 
act of faith is reasonable or not. But faith is 
the absolutely indispensable condition of our 
life and action, faith in the order of nature, 
in our fellow-men, in our own memories. 
Real infidelity is the most senseless thing in 
the world and the most impossible. Some 
measure of faith is the only rational and sen- 
sible thing, and the highest religious faith is 
the most rational and sensible, 

Common sense would put an end to much 
Biblical criticism, It would not end any can- 
did examination of real difficulties, but it 
would end a great deal of cheap scepticism. 
It would not feel so cocksure of the results 
of the application to the Bible of principles 
which it can’t,use in practical eVeryday af- 
fairsnow, ‘The testimony of the Titanic sur- 
vivors, for example, regarding things which 
they saw together, differed far more widely 
than any of the evangelists, yet unbelief 
which rejects the Gospel story because of 
such differences accepts the testimony of 
these survivors, 
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Kisky to cut corns—may cause blood- 
peisoning. Makes them w faster, 
too. A-Corn Salve takes them out by 
the roots. 15 Cemts at druggists’ or 
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This is the Maid of fair renown , 
Whe scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair'of specs or two. 

And tier employment isn’t slow, 


For she employs SAPOLIO, 
are since there have been homes, 
bbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day's work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate ee nt in the parlor, can 
be kept pestoctly clean by APOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 























Write to-day for the Calvert Book. It isa 
book that: everyone who is saving money— 
or has money to invest—ought to have. It 
is full of interesting information for investors 
and tells in detail of this company and its 
seventeen years of successful experience. ‘Lhe 
Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Company 
pays 5 percent interest on all money entrusted 
to its care. Money begins to draw interest 
the day it is received, and it may be with- 
drawn at any time without notice. In the 
entire history of the company there has never 

en a day’s delay in the mailing of interest 
checks or in the repayment of principal when 

demanded. 


It is an ideal savings or investment 
plan. Don’t fail to write for the book. 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE & DEPOSIT CO. 
1064 Calvert Building, - Baltimore, Md. 
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A Man’s Questions 
Discussed by Robert E. Speer - 





e:tion.—An article appeared in the Times 
of April 20 entitled, *‘ Why I am Glad I Stopped 
Getting Rich.’ ‘The writer seems to have been 
able to acquire wealth very rapidly. He does 
not tell us how.. This brings up a very practi- 
cal question apart altogether from how wealth 
should be depend of, that is, how it should be 
acquired, or how a Christian should acquire it. 
I notice a writer in ‘The Sunday School Times 
speaks of speculation as not being within the 
line of right. ‘Turning to the dictionary, I find 
the meaning of speculation to be investing 
money with the aaa of large gains. If specu- 
lation is rons is here discrimination is 
needed, In this new Dominion of Canada the 
buying of real estate often brings large gains. 
Is it wrong? Companies are being formed 
amost every day, all with the hope of large 
gains. Are they wrong? In all our new cities 
electric train lines are being built, and Chris- 
tian money invested in them. These lines serve 
the pose seven days in the week. Do they 
break the Lord’s Day, and should Christians 
invest? ‘This also applies to our great railway 
systems, but not to the same extent. ‘Ihe ques- 
tion is, where is the line to be drawn? ‘The 
wealth of the United States and Canada is said 
to' be largely in the hands of Christians. It 
might be that their united effort could change 
much that conflicts with right. It seems to the 
writer that the withdrawal of capital from 
everything speculative would almost stop the 
wheels of commerce. Can you give light upon 
these quéstions, or point out a more excellent 
nef ? 


PECULATION” is a word with no pre- 
cise scientific meaning. It covers 
_ things both right and wrong. A child 
is.lost. The family, and. neighbors. indulge 
in many ‘‘ specalatians ’”as to feentare the child 
any have gone. A farmer is getting in his 
pe His ‘‘speculation’’ is that the day 
will be clear, and he cuts a large meadow on 
the strength of his ‘‘ speculation’’ that it 
will not rain. In such illustrations, which 
might. be indefinitely multiplied, ** specula- 
tion’? is simply the effort to determine the 
unknown or forecast the future, This we 
all have to do all the time. But in the or- 
dinary financial speech speculation is used 
in the sense of taking big money risks for 
the sake of extraordinary gains, greater gains 
than the conservative use of money would 
allow. It is such investment of money as 
our courts do not allow in the case of saving 
banks or the trustees of trust funds, Just 
where the line lies, however, between safe 
invéstment and speculation it is impossible 
to say. Often the result shows that some- 
thing deemed safe was insecure, and that a 
‘* speculative ’’ proposition was sound. ‘The 
right principle would seem to be (1) to run 
no risks with any money which is trust 
money, and to be sure that we cortceive the 
trust idea in wide enough terms to cover 
what is God’s and our family’s ; (2) with 
any other money not to use it in those forms 
of speculation which are -gambling,—that is, 
which tie together another man’s loss and 
my gain, and which mean that if I make he 
loses,;. (3). never to put. our money into 
rainbow schemes where promoters make 
rich promises as to what they will do for us 
in the way of enormous returns; (4) tobe 
content with conservative returns on our in- 
vestments; (5) if we have money which wé 
have a right to make ventures with, to use it 
only in honest and right enterprises ; (6) to 
beware of real estate booms, which, as a 
rule, lose far more money for the investors 
than they make. 

The question of owning stock or bonds of 
railroads which run Sunday trains, or which 
sell liquor on their trains or premises, is ‘a 
question which has troubled many Christians. 
It is in principle the same problem with that 
of owning real estate in a municipality which 
licenses saloons, . We ought surely to do all 
we can to make conditions in corporations 
and municipalities what we think they ought 
to be, but each man’s moral judgment will 
have to settle for itself the line of action re- 
quired by the principle of ‘‘being in the 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


"EDUCATIONAL | 
rar 1m. wlth: 














stern In =e 
fiberal courses. a Positixe Shoe seas 


Pre Rev.C0,GRA GRAY, D.D., Greeneville, Tenn. 


TRELIGLOUS TEDAGOGK.” 
ee, Course for graduates of colleges and theo- 


Sieg a 

Cow res lay workers for salaried 

tions in inds of of C Christian service in aoe, 
day-school, mission and settlement work. 
ses for teacher training. 


for tr. warters rs gregter ¢ than su 
iy. Address H. Kwyicut, Hartford, Conn. 


STETSON UNIVERSITY Picds. 


55 Famenie yy nits rognived for entrance to Coflege 
Scores of Florthere stud 
of ry the Winter ‘Term. w ~ 
Arts, Science, &c. Founded pad cadael 
Messrs. ‘DeLand, Stetson, Nba Sampson, 
Rockatellcr, Carnegie, and others. For catalog 
address the President, 
Lincoln 


+ Ph.D., LL.D., DeLand, Fla. 



































The Western Theolo ogical Seminary 
N.5S., Pittsburgh, Pa. Founded by the General As- 
sembly, 182 complete modern theological cur- 


. Graduate courses of the Universit ct Pitts- 
burgh, leading to degrees of A.M. and Ph.D., are 
open to properly qualified students -of the Seminary. 
Exceptional library facilities—34,000 volumes. A new 
dormitory, equipped with latest modern improvements, 
including dining-room, gymnasium and social hall, is 
now ready for occupancy. Next ore opens Septem- 
ber 17, 1912. For information apply 

PRESIDENT JAMEs A. php ae Pu.D., D.D. 


The Montrose Bible 
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The Bond House 
Conservative Investor 


The conservative investor 
used to be satisfied with the 
moderate income afforded 
‘by bonds yielding 3 to 4 per 
cent, Im these days a higher 
incomé With equal safety is 
not only desirable but at- 
tingbi through the serv- 
ice the | representative 
American bond house. 


Among the attractive secur- 
ities that appeal to thrifty 
men and women as sound 
and profitable are the first 
mortgage bonds of public 
service corporations, yield— 
ing § to.6 per cent. The 
marvelous development of 
our country in recent years 
has given’ particular value 
to bonds of this character. 


The service of E. H.. Rollins 
& Sons is essentially for con- 
servative investors. 


All bonds we buy are first 
thoroughly investigated. We 
make a searching inquiry 
into the proposition back of 
the bonds. If it measures 
up to the: Rollins standard, 
we purchase the entire bond 
issue outright, and ‘offer the . 
bonds: to -eur clients at a q 
moderate profit. ~“ 


Whith ‘You até looking “for ‘in- 
vestment ‘bonds—public’ service, 
railroad ‘or municipal—that will 
assure you a satisfactory income, 
communicate with ts. 


The July number of the Rollins 
Magazine will. be sent free to 








The Gordon School 


Founded by A. J. Gordon. Consolidated 
with Newton Theological Institution. Com- 
bines evangelistic spirit with high educa- 
tional standards. Boston advantages. Trains 
men and women for foreign and home 
missions, pastorate, evangelism, city mis- 
sions, pastoral assistance, Sunday School, 
etc. Two years course. Bible courses, 
Life of Christ, Theology, Homiletics, Rhet- 
oric, Pedagogy, Greek, Missions, Church 
History, Evangelism, etc. Distinguished 
lecturers. ‘Twelvein Faculty. ‘Tuition free. 
Practical public and personal work. Address 
DEAN NATHAN R. yo 
The Gordon School Boston, Mass. 
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world but not of the world.”’ 








Not one that startles the nerves into a sudden, 
fitful strength, but a restorative that builds quietly 
and effectively. If summer heat is depressing 
‘to you, try a teaspoonful of HMorsford’s Acid 
Phosphate, with a little sugar in a glass o 
cold water. 


It is refreshing and invigorating. 
























